2 Timothy 4:1
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and
in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge. (NIV)
1. Some Trinitarians try to force this verse to “prove” the Trinity by what is known as the
Granville Sharp Rule of Greek grammar. We have shown that this is not a valid proof of
the Trinity (see Eph. 5:5, “The Granville Sharp Rule”).
2. There is no logical reason for this verse to have a double reference to Christ by making
the word “God” refer to Jesus Christ, thus removing “God” (normally understood to be
the Father) from the verse entirely. A study of Scripture reveals that charging someone
by God was common in biblical times. For example, the High Priest charged Jesus
“before God” to say whether or not he was the Christ (Matt. 26:63), and other examples
could be cited. In another place, Paul charged Timothy by both God and Christ: “In the
sight of God, who gives life to everything, and of Christ Jesus, who while testifying
before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you to keep this command
without spot or blame” (1 Tim. 6:13 and 14).
A study of the books of Timothy will show that Paul charges Timothy three times. The
other two times he mentions both Christ and God in his charge (1Tim. 5:21; 6:13).
Because it was a custom to charge people before God, and because Paul charges Timothy
by both God and Christ in the other places, it is unreasonable for Trinitarians to assert
that the word “God” is referring to Christ, and therefore leave God out of the verse
altogether. It is much more reasonable to believe that Paul is consistent throughout
Timothy and that he does indeed charge Timothy by both God and Jesus Christ, the
Dynamic Duo.
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