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Moderator Introduction 

Wednesday, August 02, 2006 

Moderator Introduction  
This is a four point debate between Searchingone1033 a non-Trinitarian and Prophetnick77 a Trinitarian. 
The format is as follows, point one is the subject of the Trinity, is it or is it not sound biblical doctrine, 
point two is the being of the Father, point three who is the person of the Son and point four who or 
what is the Holy Spirit. 
 
Each point will have an opening statement by the first participant and a rebuttal by the second. Each 
participant will then each get one follow up comment or statement on each point. Searchingone1033 
will have the opening statement on point one and Prophetnick77 will have the opening statement on 
point two, alternating between each participant on points three and four. 
 
The debate will begin on Monday August 7, 2006 each participant will have three days to respond to the 
others statement or comments with a 1500 word limit for opening statements and each response. 
 
As per the participants request this is a closed debate and we will not be able to post any comments, 
statements or question from anyone outside of this debate. 

http://trinitydebate.blogspot.com/2006/08/this-is-four-point-debate-between.html
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Christadelphian: Point 1 Opening Statement 

Sunday, August 06, 2006 

Searchingone1033 -- Point 1: Opening Statement  
Point 1: The Trinity--Is it or is it not sound biblical doctrine? 
 
 
The doctrine of the trinity was declared to be an essential tenet of the Christian faith by the Athanasian 
Creed of the 5-6th century: 
 
1. Whosoever will be saved, before all things it is necessary that he hold the catholic faith; 
 
2. Which faith except every one do keep whole and undefiled, without doubt he shall perish 
everlastingly. 
 
3. And the catholic faith is this: That we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity; 
 
4. Neither confounding the persons nor dividing the substance. 
 
Prior to this date, no such statement of orthodoxy had been issued by any Christian council, nor any of 
the early Christian leaders. 
 
It is reasonable to question the legitimacy of such a doctrinal statement, made by uninspired men who 
lived some 300 years after the apostolic era, which had no precedent in the first 400 years of Christian 
history. Under such circumstances, why should such a doctrinal statement, made by a council of 
however many men, be considered accurate and binding on all Christians? 
 
If such a doctrinal statement as this is truly accurate and binding on all Christians, then why not other 
doctrinal statements made by other church councils, whether earlier or later? 
 
Traditionally, the doctrine of the trinity has been assembled using the following syllogistic reasoning: 
 
* The Father is God 
* The Son is God 
* The Holy Spirit is God 
* There is only one God 
* Therefore, the one God must constitute Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
Such a syllogism is necessary because the Bible nowhere describes God in Trinitarian terms ς nowhere is 
He described as three persons in one being. 
 
The doctrine has to be assembled gradually by inference and a chain of syllogistic reasoning, taking a 
passage of Scripture from here, a passage from there, and cobbling them together into one formula in a 
way which Scripture itself never does, to describe a concept which Scripture does not contain. 
 
It must be noted that this particular syllogism results in a logical fallacy, that A is X, B is X, and C is X, but 

http://trinitydebate.blogspot.com/2006/08/trinity-debate_115485199603348143.html
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there is only one X. This alone demonstrates that the reasoning is false. Accurate reasoning from the 
Scriptures should not result in logical fallacies which have to be dismissed with hand waving 
ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ΨDƻŘ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΩΦ LŦ ƭƻƎƛŎ ƛǎ ǘo be used to formulate the doctrine, then the 
doctrine must submit to logic. 
 
The syllogistic method by which the Trinity is assembled is useful as a demonstration that Trinitarians 
acknowledge that God is nowhere described in the Bible as three persons in one being. Since God is 
nowhere described in the Bible in this way, and since God is consistently described as one person, this 
definition of God cannot be accepted as accurate. 
 
There are four important points to be made here: 
 
* Nowhere does the Bible describe God as three persons in one being ς on the contrary, He is 
consistently described as one person, the Father 
 
* Nowhere in the Bible is the doctrine of the trinity said to be the central tenet of the Christian faith, and 
the doctrine itself (that God constitutes three persons in one being), is completely absent from the 
Bible, and on the contrary the Bible predicates salvation on knowledge of, and belief in, God as one 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴ όǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊύΣ ŀƴŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ Iƛǎ ǎƻƴΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
 
* None of the earliest Christian creedal confessions contain the statement that the trinity is an essential 
tenet of the Christian faith 
 
* The doctrine of the trinity as found in the Athanasian Creed (though not the Nicene Creed, which 
contains no formal definition of the trinity), is absent from the Christian writings of at least the first 300 
years of Christian history, being the product of long and gradual development over time, amid decades 
of disputes, bickering, disagreement, and even violence 
 
We shall address these points one by one. 
 
The first is that the Bible repeatedly describes God as one person (the Father), not three persons. The 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴǎ ΨIŜΩΣ ΨIƛǎΩΣ ΨIƛƳΩΣ ΨLΩΣ ΨaŜΩΣ ΨaȅΩΣ ŀƴŘ ΨaƛƴŜΩ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘƭȅ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ God, not 
ΨDƻŘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩ όƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ōŜƛƴƎύΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ Ψ²ŜΩΣ ƴƻǊ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ 
ΨDƻŘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩΣ ΨDƻŘ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴΩΣ ŀƴŘ ΨDƻŘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ όǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ǘǿƻ ŀǊŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ 
invented by Trinitarians). 
 
We are told expliŎƛǘƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƻǳǊ DƻŘ ƛǎ one LordΩ όDeuteronomy 6:6 , Mark 12:29 ύΣ ǘƘŀǘ Ψhe 
is one, and there is no one else besides himΩ όMark 12:32 ύΣ ƴŜǾŜǊ ΨDƻŘ ƛǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƛƴ ƻƴŜΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨǘǊƛƴƛǘȅΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǳƴƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ concept of God 
being three persons in one being is found nowhere in the Bible, is of great significance. 
 
tŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘƭȅ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘ DƻŘ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ƴƻǘ ΨDƻŘ ǘƘŜ 
CŀǘƘŜǊΩ ŦǊƻƳ ΨDƻŘ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴΩΣ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨDƻŘΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘΩ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ōŜƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨDƻŘΩ ƛǎ 
one person, the Father (quotes). 
 
We look in vain in any of the preaching speeches of the apostles (see the Acts), or even their letters and 
epistles to mature Christians, for evidence that they taught people of a God who was three persons in 
one being. The concept is entirely absent from their teaching. 

http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Deuteronomy%206.6
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Mark%2012.29
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Mark%2012.32
http://omnipotens.ath.cx/Presentations/One%20God%20-%20The%20Father.htm
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Deuteronomy6.6%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Mark12.29%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Mark12.32%7Cres=LLS:ESV
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The second is that nowhere in the Bible is the doctrine of the trinity said to be the central tenet of the 
Christian faith. On the contrary, salvaǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǇǊŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ψƻƴƭȅ ǘǊǳŜ DƻŘΩΣ 
and that Jesus Christ is His son: 
 
John 17:3  Now this is eternal lifeτthat they know you, [the Father] the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom you sent. 
 
1 Corinthians 8:6  yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we 
live, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we live. 
 
Ephesians 4:4  There is one body and one Spirit, just as you too were called to the one hope of your 
calling, 
5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 
 
These declarations are the complete opposite of the statement made by the Athanasian Creed. 
 
The third is that none of the earliest Christian creedal confessions contain the statement that the trinity 
is an essential tenet of the Christian faith. It is not found in the earliest creedal statements such as the 
Ψ!ǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΩ /ǊŜŜŘΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ5ƛŘŀŎƘŜΩ όproof), or the confessions of the Elders of Smyrna, Irenaeus, 
Tertullian, Hippolytus, Marcellus or Rufinus (proof). 
 
This is significant, because it demonstrates that this insistence on the Trinity as an essential tenet of the 
Christian faith was invented much later, and was not a part of the original gospel message, nor even a 
belief among the early Christians of the 2nd century. 
 
The fourth is that the doctrine was as much an innovation as the doctrines of purgatory and 
transubstantiation, demonstrable from the fact that it underwent the same process of centuries of 
argument and development, remains disputed as to its details even among those who hold it, was nor 
declared to be an essential tenet of the Christian faith (still less the essential tenet), for the first 400 
years of Christian history, and is derived by inference from Scripture, rather than being taught explicitly 
by Scripture, through a process of syllogistic reasoning. 
 
A comparison ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΩ /ǊŜŜŘΩΣ ǘƘŜ ΨbƛŎŜƴŜ /ǊŜŜŘΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ Ψ!ǘƘŀƴŀǎƛŀƴ /ǊŜŜŘΩ 
ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Ψ!ǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ /ǊŜŜŘΩ όǘƘƻǳƎƘ 
preserved completely in the early creedal statements we have considered), was almost completely 
excluded from the later creeds. This demonstrates a clear departure from what was originally taught. 
 
In summary: 
 
* The Bible describes God as one person, the Father, and never as three persons 
 
* There are no verses in the entire Bible which say that you are a heretic if you deny the trinity (there 
are plenty of verses in the Bible which say that you are a heretic if you deny that Jesus is a man) 
 
* The teaching of the apostles was that to a true Christian there is one God, and that one God is one 
person, that one person is the Father, Jesus Christ is His son, and the man who is the mediator between 

http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/John%2017.3
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1%20Corinthians%208.6
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Ephesians%204.4
http://omnipotens.ath.cx/Presentations/1st%20Century%20Christian%20Doctrine%20And%20Pratice.htm
http://omnipotens.ath.cx/Presentations/Early%20Creedal%20Statements.htm
http://omnipotens.ath.cx/Presentations/Creeds%20Compared.htm
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:John17.3%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:1Corinthians8.6%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Ephesians4.4%7Cres=LLS:ESV
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God and men is His son. 
 
* The Lord Jesus Christ himself says it is life eternal to know that the Father is the only true God 
 
* The earliest Christian creedal statements make no mention of the doctrine of the Trinity whether 
ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ ƻǊ ƛƳǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅΣ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ DƻŘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ όΨǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ !ƭƳƛƎƘǘȅΩύΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀǎ Iƛǎ ǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ 
{ǇƛǊƛǘ ŀǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ΨǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩ όƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴύΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ ōŜƛƴƎ 
essential to the Christian faith 
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Trinitarian: Point 1 Rebuttal 

Monday, August 07, 2006 

Prophetnick77 -- Point 1: First Rebuttal  
Point 1: The Trinity--Is it or is it not sound biblical doctrine? 

 
Before beginning it is imperative that we establish some fundamentals for the topic of conversation. The 
first being that there is only one God and His name is Yahweh (Deuteronomy 4:35 ; 2Samuel 22:32 ). 
The second matter at hand is unequivocally defining two terms from the onset. Those terms are (1) 
ά.ŜƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ όнύ άtŜǊǎƻƴέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜōŀǘŜΦ 
 
όмύ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ά.ŜƛƴƎέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ what Yahweh is. Synonyms for this word will be 
άƴŀǘǳǊŜΣέ άŜǎǎŜƴŎŜΣέ ŀƴŘ άǎǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜΦέ .ŜƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻƴǘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άǎǘǳŦŦέ ǘƘŀǘ 
Yahweh consists of. It describes Deity. 
 
όнύ άtŜǊǎƻƴέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘȅΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ 
as such are at a disadvaƴǘŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ DƻŘ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ŦǳƭƭƴŜǎǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άtŜǊǎƻƴέ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ 
ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ Ŏƻƴƴƻǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ άtŜǊǎƻƴέ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
personality, who thinks, has intelligence, self-awareness, and the ability to reasoƴΦ ¢ƘŜ άtŜǊǎƻƴǎέ ŀǊŜ 
who Yahweh is. 
 
IŀǾƛƴƎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ƘŀƴŘ ƛǎΥ ά¢ƘŜ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅτƛǎ ƛǘ ƻǊ ƛǎ ƛǘ ƴƻǘΣ ǎƻǳƴŘ .ƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜΚέ 
To this question I answer that it is sound Biblical doctrine. Before beginning this debate 
Searchingone1033 asked me what kind of Trinitarianism I hold to and I told him that I hold to orthodox 
Trinitarianism as affirmed in the Nicene-Constantinople Creed and the Athanasian Creed. The question 
was then asked if I would be arguing based on these creeds and my respoƴǎŜ ǿŀǎ άƴƻΦέ L ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ L 
would be arguing my point based on the inspired Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek Scriptures. I will stand by 
my words and do exactly that, but I would first like to address the claim of illogic concerning the Trinity. 
 
It was asserted that the Trinity is proven by means of a fallacious syllogism and that ά¢ǊƛƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴǎ 
ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿƘŜǊŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŀǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ōŜƛƴƎΦέ Well, in point of 
fact, this Trinitarian acknowledges no such thing and as per the above definitions we see from the One 
Being (Substance) of Deity there subsists, Three Persons. Next, we are never told why the reasoning of 
the Athanasian Creed was fallacious or unscriptural; we are simply told that it is. 
 
The example my opponent haǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛǎ ŀ Ŧŀǳƭǘȅ ŀƴŀƭƻƎȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ о ·Ωǎ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ м · όά! ƛǎ 
·Σ . ƛǎ ·Σ / ƛǎ ·Σ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ·έύΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ƻŦ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
violate the law of non-contradiction that states something cannot be both true and false at the same 
time and in the same sense. In other words, God cannot be both 3 Gods and 1 God at the same time and 
in the same sense; neither can God be both 3 Persons and 1 Person at the same time and in the same 
sense. But there is no rule of logic violated in the Trinitarian belief of 1 God eternally existing as 3 
Persons. 
 
Now concerning the propositions as set forth in the Athanasian Creed, we can see clearly that they are 
scriptural and have their foundation in the very Word of God. Observe: 

http://trinitydebate.blogspot.com/2006/08/prophetnick77-first-rebuttal.html
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Deuteronomy%204.35
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/2Samuel%2022.32
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Deuteronomy4.35%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:2Samuel22.32%7Cres=LLS:ESV
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(1) So the Father is God (Malachi 2:10 ) 
 
(2) the Son is God, (Hebrews 1:8 ) 
 
(3) and the Holy Ghost is God (Acts 5:3-4 ). 
 
(4) And yet they are not Three Gods, but One God (Isaiah 43:10-11 , 44:6 , 8 , 45:5-6 , 14 , 21-
22 , 46:9 ύΦέ 
 
bƻǿ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǎǘŀƴŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǿƻǊŘ άDƻŘέ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƛǎ ŀƳōƛƎǳƻǳǎΦ There are many applications of 
the various Hebrew (El, Elim, Eloah, and Elohim), Aramaic (Elah, Elahin), and Greek (Theos) words 
ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ άDƻŘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ ǿƻǊŘ άŜƭƻƘƛƳέ ŀƭƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ р ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 
groups including: 
 
(1) The one true God of creation (Genesis 1:1 ) 
(2) Idols (Deuteronomy 4:28 ) 
(3) False gods (Judges 11:24 ) 
(4) Angels (Psalm 8:5 ) 
(5) Men (Exodus 7:1 ) 
 
God is described in Daniel 2:47  ŀǎ ά9ƭŀƘ ŜƭŀƘƛƴέ ό!ǊŀƳŀƛŎ ŦƻǊ άDƻŘ ƻŦ ƎƻŘǎέύΦ ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ ǿƻǊŘ ά¢ƘŜƻǎέ 
is used in reference to: 
 
(1) The one true God of creation (Matthew 4:10 ) 
(2) Men (Acts 28:6 ) 
(3) Idols (Acts 19:26 ) 
(4) Satan (2Corinthians 4:4 ) 
 
The reasons I make mention of this is that it is not enough that the Father is called God, the Son is called 
God, and the Holy Spirit is called God. The title in and of itself does not necessitate that each person 
being called God is the one true God, nor does it irrefutably prove the Trinity. My opponent has claimed 
that the Trinitarian must take a passage here and a passage there and string them together in order to 
arrive at the doctrine of the Trinity. To this I say that the Trinitarian observes every passage in context 
and then systematically arrives at the doctrine. In other words, it is not random passages put together to 
create foreign doctrine, but rather contextual readings put together to eliminate confusion, 
contradiction, and error in the Word of God. 
 
!ǎ L Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ άDƻŘέ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ŎŀǎŜΣ ǎƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ L Ƴǳǎǘ 
examine other areas and draw my conclusions based on the all the relevant data. Not only do the 3 
tŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ άDƻŘέ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ά[ƻǊŘέ ŀǎ Ŏŀn be seen in 2Corinthians 
6:18 , John 20:28 , and 2Corinthians 3:17 . Once again, this is not an exclusive title reserved for 
Yahweh alone. So now we must extend our search into attributes that do exclusively belong to the one 
true God, namely: (1) Eternality, (2) Omnipotence, (3) Omniscience, and (4) Omnipresence. There are 
only three Persons in all of scripture who possess these attributes. 
 
(1) The Father is eternal (Psalm 90:2 ), as is the Son (Micah 5:2 ), and the Holy Spirit is as well 
(Hebrews 9:14 ). 

http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Malachi%202.10
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Hebrews%201.8
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Acts%205.3-4
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Isaiah%2043.10-11
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Isaiah%2044.6
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Isaiah%2044.8
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Isaiah%2045.5-6
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Isaiah%2045.14
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Isaiah%2045.21-22
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Isaiah%2045.21-22
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Isaiah%2046.9
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Genesis%201.1
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Deuteronomy%204.28
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Judges%2011.24
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Psalm%208.5
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Exodus%207.1
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Daniel%202.47
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Matthew%204.10
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Acts%2028.6
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Acts%2019.26
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/2Corinthians%204.4
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/2Corinthians%206.18
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/2Corinthians%206.18
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/John%2020.28
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/2Corinthians%203.17
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Psalm%2090.2
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Micah%205.2
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Hebrews%209.14
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Malachi2.10%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Hebrews1.8%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Acts5.3-4%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Isaiah43.10-11%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Isaiah44.6%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Isaiah44.8%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Isaiah45.5-6%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Isaiah45.14%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Isaiah45.21-22%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Isaiah46.9%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Genesis1.1%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Deuteronomy4.28%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Judges11.24%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Psalm8.5%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Exodus7.1%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Daniel2.47%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Matthew4.10%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Acts28.6%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Acts19.26%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:2Corinthians4.4%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:2Corinthians6.18%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:John20.28%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:2Corinthians3.17%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Psalm90.2%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Micah5.2%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Hebrews9.14%7Cres=LLS:ESV
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(2) The Father is omnipotent (Daniel 4:35 ), as is the Son (Matthew 28:18 ), and the Holy Spirit as 
well (Isaiah 40:12 ). 
 
(3) The Father is omniscient (1John 3:20 ), as is the Son (John 16:30 ), and the Holy Spirit as well 
(1Corinthians 2:10-11 ). 
 
(4) The Father is omnipresent (1Kings 8:27 ), as is the Son (John 3:13 ), and the Holy Spirit as well 
(Psalm 139:7-18 ). 
 
Now as such the Trinity is already proven scripturally, for if there is only One Being who possesses these 
attributes and there are Three Persons which exhibit them, then we must conclude that the Three 
Persons constitute the One Being. 
 
The case for the Trinity can be further proven in specific acts/functions which God alone can perform. 
Although there are more I will establish this matter in the mouth of three witnesses: (1) Creation, (2) 
Salvation, (3) Indwelling. 
 
(1) Isaiah 44:24  tells us that Yahweh has made all things, stretched out the heavens alone, and spread 
out the earth by Himself, yet scripture reveals the Father as creator (Isaiah 64:8 ), the Son as creator 
(John 1:3 , Colossians 1:16 ), and the Holy Spirit as creator (Job 26:13 , 33:4 ). Combine this with 
DƻŘΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭǳǊŀƭ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴǎ άǳǎέ ŀƴŘ άƻǳǊέ ƛƴ Genesis 1:26  and the Trinitarian has an airtight 
case. 
 
(2) Isaiah 43:11  informs us that besides Yahweh, there is no savior. Salvation in scripture is presented 
as a threefold process involving (1) Justification, (2) Sanctification, and (3) Glorification which is 
accomplished via resurrection (1Corinthians 15:42-44 , 53-54 ). The Bible affirms that we are 
justified by the Father (Romans 8:30 ), the Son (Acts 13:39 ), and the Holy Spirit (1Corinthians 6:11

). Likewise we are Sanctified by the Father (1Thessalonians 5:23), the Son (Hebrews 2:11 ), and 
the Holy Spirit (1Peter 1:2 ύΦ ¢ƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΩǎ ƎƭƻǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǇǊƻŎǳǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ōƻŘƛŜǎ 
which is an act that the Father (1Corinthians 6:14 ), the Son (John 6:39-40 , 44 ), and the Holy 
Spirit (Romans 8:11 ). 
 
(3) While dedicating the temple King Solomon asked this questionτƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²ƛƭƭ DƻŘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ŘǿŜƭƭ ƻƴ 
the earth? Behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this house 
ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ōǳƛƭǘΚέ ό1Kings 8:27 ) Stephen in his final speech before he was stoned to death said that 
God does not dwell in temples made with hands (Acts 7:48  cf. Isaiah 66:1 ). Paul confirms this point 
in his speech to the Athenians in Acts 17:24 . That being said we can see that God does indeed dwell 
somewhere; that place being the bodies of believers (1Corinthians 3:16-17 , 6:19 ). Since we are the 
temple of God, it makes no sense to believe that another other than God would dwell in us. From here 
we see that the Father dwells in us (2Corinthians 6:16 ), as does the Son (Colossians 1:27 ), and the 
Holy Spirit (2Timothy 1:14 ύΣ ƘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ¢Ǌƛ-unity. 
 
So while an attempt was made to dismiss a doctrine based on its late arrival in Christian confessions of 
faith or its perceived absence from the earliest writings of second century Christians (Click Here for Ante-
Nicene quotes on the Trinity), it has been proven scripturally that the Trinity is in fact a Biblical doctrine.  

 

http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Daniel%204.35
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Matthew%2028.18
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Isaiah%2040.12
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1John%203.20
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/John%2016.30
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1Corinthians%202.10-11
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1Kings%208.27
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/John%203.13
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Psalm%20139.7-18
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Isaiah%2044.24
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Isaiah%2064.8
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/John%201.3
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Colossians%201.16
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Job%2026.13
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Job%2033.4
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Genesis%201.26
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Isaiah%2043.11
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1Corinthians%2015.42-44
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1Corinthians%2015.53-54
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Romans%208.30
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Acts%2013.39
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1Corinthians%206.11
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1Corinthians%206.11
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1Thessalonians%205.23
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Hebrews%202.11
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1Peter%201.2
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1Corinthians%206.14
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/John%206.39-40
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/John%206.44
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Romans%208.11
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1Kings%208.27
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Acts%207.48
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Isaiah%2066.1
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Acts%2017.24
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1Corinthians%203.16-17
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1Corinthians%206.19
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/2Corinthians%206.16
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Colossians%201.27
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/2Timothy%201.14
http://hometown.aol.com/prophetnick77/page26.html
http://hometown.aol.com/prophetnick77/page26.html
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Christadelphian: Point 1 Counter Rebuttal 

Friday, August 11, 2006 

Searchingone1033 -- Point 1: Counter Rebuttal  
Point 1: The Trinity--Is it or is it not sound biblical doctrine? 
 
These points were not addressed: 
 
* The Bible describes God as one person, the Father, and never as three persons 
 
* The pronouns 'He', 'His', 'Him', 'I', 'Me', 'My', and 'Mine' are used to describe God, not 'God the Father' 
ƻǊ ϥ²ŜϥΣ Ψ¢ƘŜȅΩΣ Ψ¢ƘŜƳΩΣ ƴƻǊ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ϥDƻŘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊϥΣ ϥDƻŘ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴϥΣ ŀƴŘ ϥDƻŘ ǘƘŜ 
Holy Spirit' made in the Bible 
 
* The Bible does not describe denial of the Trinity as a heresy, but does describe denial that Jesus is a 
man as heresy 
 
* The apostles taught that to a true Christian there is one God, and that one God is one person, the 
Father, Jesus Christ is His son, a man who is the mediator between God and men 
 
* Christ says it is life eternal to know that the Father is the only true God, not Father, son and Holy Spirit 
 
* The earliest Christian creedal statements describe God as one person ('the Father Almighty'), Christ as 
His son, the Holy Spirit as simply 'the Holy Spirit' (not a person), and do not say the Trinity is essential to 
the Christian faith. 
 
My opponent disagrees that God is nowhere described in the Bible as three persons in one being, so I 
request a list of every individual passage in the Bible which describes God as three persons in one 
being. 
 
Contrary to my opponent's claim, reasons were given 'why the reasoning of the Athanasian Creed was 
fallacious or unscriptural'. I identified that it asserts the following errors: 
 
* The Trinity is an essential doctrine of the Christian faith (the Bible never says this) 
 
* A definition of God which is not only absent from the Bible, but contradicts the Bible's explicit 
definition of God as one person (John 17:3  the Father is 'the only true God', 1 Corinthians 8:6  
'there is one God, the Father', Ephesians 4:6  'one God and Father of all', 1 Timothy 2:4  'one God, 
and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus') 
 
* The logical fallacy that A is X, B is X, C is X, but there is only one X 
 
It was asserted by my opponent that the analogy I provided is 'clearly not the belief of Trinitarians', and 
yet he used this formula himself (his words in italics, my analogy inserted in bold): 
 
(1) So the Father is God (Malachi 2:10 ) 

http://trinitydebate.blogspot.com/2006/08/trinity-debate_11.html
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/John%2017.3
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1%20Corinthians%208.6
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Ephesians%204.6
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1%20Timothy%202.4
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Malachi%202.10
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:John17.3%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:1Corinthians8.6%7Cres=LLS:ESV
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* A is X 
 
(2) the Son is God, (Hebrews 1:8 ) 
 
* B is X 
 
(3) and the Holy Ghost is God (Acts 5:3-4 ). 
 
* C is X 
 
(4) And yet they are not Three Gods, but One God (Isaiah 43:10-11 , 44:6 , 8 , 45:5-6 , 14 , 21-
22 , 46:9 )." 
 
* But there is only one X 
 
Note the inconsistent reasoning: 
 
* The Father is a person 
 
* The Son is a person 
 
* The Holy Spirit is a person 
 
* Therefore there are three persons 
 
 
* The Father is God 
 
* The Son is God 
 
* The Holy Spirit is God 
 
* But there is only one God 
 
The logic of the syllogism is appealed to in one argument, but rejected in the other. The conclusion of 
the second argument contradicts the premises. 
 
My opponent acknowledged that the Trinity is derived systematically from Scripture, and presented the 
traditional syllogism I predicted. Unable to find the doctrine preached by the apostles, he must 
assemble it himself by taking a verse from this letter, a verse from this book, a verse from this epistle, 
and constructing arguments which the apostles never preached nor penned. Why did the apostles never 
present such formulas? 
 
As for the passages cited, Hebrews 1:8  does not refer to Christ as God (though it uses the term 
THEOS, used of the king of Israel in the psalm quoted), nor does Acts 5:3-4  define the Holy Spirit as 
God (though it does represent lying to a Divinely appointed man filled with the Holy Spirit as equivalent 
to lying to God). The reader can compare the claims made with the texts themselves, here. 
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Since the Holy Spirit itself is an attribute of God (referred to consistently 'the Spirit of God'), and 
explicitly the agent by which He works (Job 26:13  'by His spirit', Zechariah 4:6  'by My spirit', 1 
Corinthians 2:10  'by His spirit', Ephesians 3:16  'by His spirit'), we should expect to see it described 
as omnipotent, omnipresent and eternal (though it is never described as such separate from the Father). 
In 1 Corinthians 2:10-11  the Holy Spirit is not referred to explicitly, Paul refers to 'the spirit of God', 
which he defines at the end of the chapter as 'the mind of God' (1 Corinthians 2:16 , quoting LXX 
Isaiah 40:13 ). 
 
Supporting references for the following points are here: 
 
* In Micah 5:2  /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭΣ ōǳǘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ƭƛƴŜŀƎŜ όΨǿƘƻǎŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Řƛǎǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǎǘΩύΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜǎ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ όǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Matthew 
1:1 ), which a number of the Early Fathers acknowledged. 
 
* In Matthew 28:18  Christ is not defined as omnipotent, but was given all authority, so there was a 
time when he did not have this authority, and there was one greater than himself who gave him this 
authority. 
 
* In John 16:30  Christ is not defined as omniscient, the disciples simply say 'You know all things', 
when Christ had previously stated explicitly that he did not (Mark 13:32 ). Christ's knowledge was 
limited during his life in earth (Luke 2:52  'Jesus increased in wisdom', Hebrews 5:8  'he learned 
obedience'), and still is (Revelation 1:1  'The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him'). 
 
* In John 3:13  the phrase 'which is in heaven' is an interpolation (see Novum Testamentum Graece, 
Nestle-Aland 27th edition). 
 
*  Creator: In Genesis 1:26  the pronouns 'us' and 'our' are used, but in verse 27 the noun and verb are 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴƎǳƭŀǊΣ ŘŜŎƭŀǊƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŀƴ όΨDƻŘ 
created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them, male and female he created 
them'), repeated later in Genesis 2:8 , 22 ; 5:1-2 , and Matthew 19:4 . 
 
A range of Bible passages and Christian creedal confessions from the 1st to the 2nd centuries say the 
Father created alone (proof). 
 
* Saviour: Christ and the Holy Spirit are described as involved in the process of salvation not because 
they effect it through their own acts, but because they are specifically agents by which God saves 
(Romans 6:23 , Titus 3:5-6 , Galatians 3:15 , Hebrews 13:20-21 ), through justification (Romans 
3:24-26 ; 5:1-2 ), sanctification (Hebrews 10:10 ), and glorification (2 Thessalonians 1:12). It 
should be noted that glorification is not effected by resurrection, but by that which takes place 
subsequent to resurrection (John 5:28-29 ). 
 
Christ does not act independently of God (John 5:19 , 30 ; 8:28 ), but is the agent through whom 
God worked (Matthew 9:8 , Acts 2:22 ), by which God spoke (John 12:49-50 , Hebrews 1:2 ), and 
the man appointed by God to raise and judge the dead on His behalf (John 5:22 , Acts 10:42 ; 17:31

). 
 
It should be noted that Christ also had to be justified (1 Timothy 3:16 ), sanctified (John 10:36 ), and 
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glorified (John 7:39 ; 11:4 ; 12:16 , Acts 3:13 ), meaning he had to be saved through the same 
process as those he came to save. 
 
*  Indwelling: My opponent makes the assumption 'Since we are the temple of God, it makes no sense to 
believe that another other than God would dwell in us', and fails to take into account different senses of 
ΨŘǿŜƭƭΩΦ 
 
A number of quotes were provided by my opponent from men who did not believe in the Trinity as he 
defines it (proof). 
 
Athenagoras: Only describes the Father and Son as God. 
 
Theophilus: Uses the Greek word 'trias' (anachronistically translated 'trinity', though it meant 'three', or 
'a group of three', and was not used to refer to the Trinity until the 6th century, see Liddell, Scott, Jones 
exhaustive Greek lexicon, edition 9), referring not to the trinity (three persons in one being), but 
explicitly to a group of three, the Father, Word and Wisdom (not Father, Son and Holy Spirit), of which 
only the Father is identified as God. 
 
Clement: No reference to the three of them being God. 
 
Tertullian: Nowhere are all three referred to as God, and Tertullian was a Modalist in any case. 
 
Hipplolytus: Here God is explicitly two persons, not three. 
 
Cyprian: Uses a word translated 'trinity', but there is no definition of what this 'trinity' is. 
 
The earliest of these quotes is dated to 175-177 AD, none of them are from creedal statements, and 
none refer to 'a Triune Godhead'. In contrast, I supplied three creedal statements predating the earliest 
quote by up to 100 years. This statement stands: 
 
* The earliest Christian creedal statements describe God as one person ('the Father Almighty'), Christ as 
His son, the Holy Spirit as simply 'the Holy Spirit' (not a person), and do not say Trinity is essential to the 
Christian faith 
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Trinitarian: Point 1 Closing Statement 

Saturday, August 12, 2006 

Prophetnick77 -- Point 1: Closing Statement  
Point 1: The Trinity--Is it or is it not sound biblical doctrine? 
Once again the first point of debate is: 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅτƛǎ ƛǘ ƻǊ ƛǎ ƛǘ ƴƻǘ ǎƻǳƴŘ .ƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜΚέ 
 
This is very important as Searchingone1033 wants to divert the issue via red herring argumentation to 
early Christian creeds and the alleged beliefs of the Church fathers. 
 
L Ŧŀƛƭ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ƻŦ DƻŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ¢ƘǊŜŜ tŜǊǎƻƴǎΦ L ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭŜƴƎǘƘǎ ǘƻ 
define what a Person is in the sense Trinitarians use it, as well as demonstrated from scripture each 
Personality. Let me mention that the Bible never describes the Father as one Person. By whatever 
reasoning Searchingone1033 considers the Father to be a Person, I can take that and use it to prove the 
Personality of the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
 
The pronoun issue is a non-issue. Trinitarians affirm One Being who is God. If the One Being speaks as a 
ǿƘƻƭŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜΩŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǎƛƴƎǳƭŀǊ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴǎΦ LŦ ŀƴȅ hƴŜ tŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏƻƴǎtitutes the One Being 
ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜΩŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǎƛƴƎǳƭŀǊ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴǎΦ {ŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎƻƴŜмлоо Ƙŀǎ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƭǳǊŀƭ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴǎ 
are used by God and can only be explained in light of His Tri-Unity. In other words, when one is speaking 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿŜΩŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ to see plural pronouns such as in John 3:11 Φ ²ŜΩŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǇƭǳǊŀƭ 
pronouns when the Trinity converses amongst itself such as Genesis 1:26  or 3:22 . (Cf. Genesis 11:7

 & Isaiah 6:8 ). 
 
¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƘŜǊŜǎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘ ǘŜǊƳǎΦ ¢Ƙǳǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ǎƻǳƴŘ 
Biblical doctrine and conclude that any denial or deviation of these doctrines is heresy. Perhaps the 
clearest statement we have concerning what heresy is may be in 2Peter 2:1  which speaks of false 
teachers bringing damnable heresies, denying the Lord Jesus. If denying Jesus is considered heresy then 
it follows that denying the Trinity is heresy as well because denying the Trinity is denying the second 
person of the Trinity who is tƘŜ WŜǎǳǎ ƻŦ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΦ 5ŜƴȅƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜǎȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜƴƛŜǎ 
the incarnation (1John 4:3 ), but to deny that Jesus was merely a man and nothing else is just good 
sense. The Bible presents a clear picture of the deity of Christ. 
 
The Apostles teaching that there is One God is not anti-¢ǊƛƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƳƻƴƻǘƘŜƛǎǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
taught that God was One Person, the Father, and once again I point out that by whatever criteria 
Searchingone1033 believes the Father to be a Person, I can use it to prove the Personality of the Son 
ŀƴŘ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦ !ƭǎƻΣ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άƻƴƭȅ ǘǊǳŜ DƻŘέ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŘŜƴƛŀƭ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ 
ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άƻƴƭȅ ǘǊǳŜ DƻŘΦέ 1John 5:20  ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ŀǎ άǘǊǳŜ DƻŘΦέ 
 
The earliest creedal statements make no comments about God being only one Person, this has been 
read into them by Searchingone1033. We see the foundation of Nicene Trinitarianism in these creeds. 
And notice that more precision in definition was only needed as deviant teaching arose (e.g. Arian 
controversy). Even if no creed affirmed the Trinity that would have no bearƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ 
concerning the Nature and Persons of God. Once again, this is a red herring used to divert the issue. 
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Now the request of INDIVIDUAL passages that show Yahweh to be One Being subsisting as Three 
PersonsτLΩƭƭ ǎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ŀƭƭ ǎƻƳŜ ǘimeτThere is no SINGLE passage that states this. As I said, we arrive at 
the doctrine of the Trinity systematically. Systematic theology brings consistency, harmony, and 
exclusion of contradiction in the Bible. Without it we run into more problems than can possibly exist in 
an inerrant Word of God. 
 
/ƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƭƭƻƎƛǎƳΣ {ŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎƻƴŜмлоо ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ²I¸ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƭƭƻƎƛǎƳ ƛƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŦŀƭƭŀŎƛƻǳǎΦ 
He just said that it was, and once again he is representing the belief as 3X = 1X. That would be false. We 
would represent it as 1A, 1B, 1C = 1X. No illogic involved. 
 
Next notice the straw man argument presented in arguing that the logic of one syllogism is appealed to 
in one argument yet rejected in another. Notice the difference: 
 
The Father is God, The Son is God, The Holy Spirit is God, and there is Only One God. 
 
The Father is A Person, The Son is A Person, The Holy Spirit is A Person, and there are Three Persons. 
 
See the difference? The difference is in the distinction made between Persons. The Father is A Person 
distinct from the Person of the Son and the Person of the Holy Spirit. Yet there is no distinction in Deity. 
Each is not A GodτThey are the Same God! 
 
bƻǿ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŦŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǊŜŦǳǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎ L ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ Hebrews 
1:8  does not refer to Jesus as God is ridiculous. ά.ǳǘ ǳƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƘŜ ǎŀƛǘƘΣ ¢Ƙȅ ǘƘǊƻƴŜΣ h DƻŘΧέ is 
clear enough. 
 
bŜȄǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ DƻŘ ƛƴ Acts 5:3-4  but rather a divinely 
appointed man filled with the Holy Spirit was. Such an interpretation is not warranted from the text. 
Clearly the Holy Spirit was lied to in vs. 4 άǿƘȅ ŘƛŘ {ŀǘŀƴ Ŧƛƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ ƭƛŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ DƘƻǎǘΚέ and 
ǘƘŜƴ ƛƴ ǾǎΦ р ƛǘΩǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ !ƴŀƴƛŀǎ ƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ ! ŎƭŜŀǊŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴ άŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜέ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛƴ ƴƻ ǿŀȅ ŘƛƳƛƴƛǎƘŜǎ Iƛǎ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅΦ [ƛƪŜǿƛǎŜ ²ƛǎŘƻƳ ƛǎ ŀƴ 
attribute of God yet we know that the Person Christ is the Wisdom of God (1Corinthians 1:24 ). No 
one would claim that Christ is not a Person. 
 
As for the eternality of the Son in Micah 5:2 , additional witnesses can be added, this one was used 
because of the clear implications of the phrase άƳƛϥȅϥƳŜƛ ƻƭŀƳέ (from everlasting). First note that this is 
the only time this phrase appears in the entire Tanach. Secondly, notice the progression in emphasis, 
άŦǊƻƳ ƻƭŘΣ ŦǊƻƳ ŜǾŜǊƭŀǎǘƛƴƎΦέ ¢ƘƛǊŘƭȅΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŎŀƭΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ Proverbs 
8:23  ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƛǎŘƻƳ όǎŜŜ ŀōƻǾŜύ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ from everlasting, and Wisdom is obviously 
an eternal attribute of God. 
 
We can just as easily point to John 1:1  which speaks of the Word existing in the beginning making use 
of the imperfect tense which represents a continuous or reoccurring action in past time. The only way 
the Word could have been present in the beginning (no matter how far back the beginning extends) is to 
have pre-ŜȄƛǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭƛǘȅΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ 
beginning (via the incarnation) the Son has existed from all eternity. In Proverbs 30:4  the question 

http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Hebrews%201.8
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Hebrews%201.8
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Acts%205.3-4
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1Corinthians%201.24
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Micah%205.2
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Proverbs%208.23
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Proverbs%208.23
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/John%201.1
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Proverbs%2030.4
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Hebrews1.8%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Acts5.3-4%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:1Corinthians1.24%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Micah5.2%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Proverbs8.23%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:John1.1%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Proverbs30.4%7Cres=LLS:ESV


18 
 

 

was asked concerning the naƳŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ {ƻƴ όǇǊŜ-incarnation). Job knew his redeemer lived before the 
incarnation (Job 19:25 ).  
 
Matthew 28:18  ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ŀǎ ƻƳƴƛǇƻǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ 
in no way detracts from this fact. A.T. Robertson describes this act as a άǘƛƳŜƭŜǎǎ ŀƻǊƛǎǘέ since there is no 
point in time where we are shown the giving of authority. The Theological Dictionary of the New 
Testament says, άIƛǎ ώDƻŘΩǎϐ ƻƳƴƛǇƻǘŜƴŎŜΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǎƘŀǊŜǎ ŀǎ YǳǊƛƻǎ όм /Φ уΥсΤ Col. 1:16 ; Mt. 
28:18 ύΣ ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ƻǾŜǊ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ (TDNT, 1:679) We can also reason that 
only an omnipotent being can create ex nihilo (from nothing) which the Son has done (John 1:3 ; 
Colossians 1:16 ; Hebrews 1:3 ). 
 
In John 16:30  Jesus does not correct the statement that he knows all things. This is confirmed in John 
21:17  post-resurrection. An argument can only be made that Jesus was not omniscient if we focus on 
Ƙƛǎ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ LƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ tŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ bŀǘǳǊŜǎΦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ 
the hour of His return is not a denial of omniscience, but rather spoken in His humiliated state. So even 
if we exclude John 16:30  ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƘǳƳƛƭƛŀǘŜŘ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ John 21:17  after 
Christ was glorified. 
 
The textual variant in John 3:13  ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƳƴƛǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ŀ ōƛǘΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
Matthew 28:20  to bear witness to this fact. To be with the disciples always even unto the end of the 
age would require that the Son be everywhere that disciples are. This is an impossible task without 
omnipresence. 
 
LΩƳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎǇŀŎŜ ōǳǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǘŜΥ 
 
Tertullian: Not a modalist, in fact he "was branded with the charge of polytheism in circles where 
modalism flourished." (Kelly, J.N.D., Early Christian Doctrine, p. 110) 
 
Athenagoras: Too clear to misunderstand. 
 
Theopholus: Used trias in the sense of the Trinity (See footnotes 2 & 3 in ANF, 2:101) or Triad (Kelly, 
9/5Σ ǇΦ млфύΧ ¢ŜǊǘǳƭƭƛŀƴ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ Ƙƛǎ [ŀǘƛƴ ǘǊƛƴƛǘŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƘŜƻǇƘƻƭǳǎΩ ǘǊƛŀǎΦ bƻ ŀƴŀŎƘǊƻƴƛǎƳ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΦ 
 
Hippolytus: Equally as clear, άDƻŘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜΧǘƘǊŜŜŦƻƭŘ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΦέ (See also Kelly, ECD, p. 110-15). 
 
Cyprian: ²Ƙȅ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ŀƴ ŜȄŀŎǘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ тр ȅŜŀǊǎΚ 
 
²ŀƴǘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǉǳƻǘŜǎΚ hYΧ Earlier quotes here. 
 
The earliest creedal statements do not define God as One Person; in fact they all list all Three Persons of 
the Trinity thus laying the foundation for later more exact definitions.  
 

http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Job%2019.25
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Matthew%2028.18
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Col.%201.16
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Mt.%2028.18
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Mt.%2028.18
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/John%201.3
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Colossians%201.16
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Hebrews%201.3
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/John%2016.30
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/John%2021.17
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/John%2021.17
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/John%2016.30
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/John%2021.17
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/John%203.13
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Matthew%2028.20
http://hometown.aol.com/prophetnick77/page27.html
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Job19.25%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Matthew28.18%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Col.1.16%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Mt.28.18%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:John1.3%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Colossians1.16%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Hebrews1.3%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:John16.30%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:John21.17%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:John16.30%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:John21.17%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:John3.13%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Matthew28.20%7Cres=LLS:ESV


19 
 

 

Moderator Comment 

Sunday, August 13, 2006 

Moderator Comment  
We have now come to the end of the first of the Four Point Debate. Point two will be on the subject of 
the being or person of the The Father. Prophetnick77 will make the opening argument and 
Searchingone1033 will have the follow up rebuttal. 
 

http://trinitydebate.blogspot.com/2006/08/end-of-point-onestart-of-point-two.html
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Trinitarian: Point 2 Opening Statement 

Wednesday, August 16, 2006 

Prophetnick77 -- Point 2: Opening Statement  
Point 2: The Person or Being of the Father 
 
The topic of the Father is an interesting one because there is little disagreement concerning Him even 
amongst the most adversarial positions. Muslims, Jews, ChristianǎΣ WŜƘƻǾŀƘΩǎ ²ƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀƴǎΣ aƻǊƳƻƴǎΣ ŜǘŎΧ ŀƭƭ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ DƻŘΦ {ƻ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ 
there is little to debate, but on the contrary, our views of the Father are all different. 
 
Immediately I must define the Father as a tŜǊǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ tŜǊǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ .ŜƛƴƎ ƛǎ 
the same as that of the Son and the Holy Spirit yet he is Distinct Personally from the other two. 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻǇƛŎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5Ŝƛǘȅ ŀǎ ǿŜ ōƻǘƘ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ the Father is 
God. Where we disagree is in the Father being alone in possession of the Nature of Deity. I have set 
forth my affirmative position on the Trinity in three points (Creation, Salvation, Indwelling), showing the 
Father to be active in all three. To this list many things can be added, but they would be added for 
naught. I will however revisit one point where Searchingone1033 said that the Bible and Early Church 
Fathers declared that the Father created alone. Such is not the case at all. 
 
The scriptures cited in support of this all showed that Yahweh God created alone. As a Trinitarian I 
readily affirm that truth because Yahweh is a Tri-unity of Persons. One has to reason circularly to say 
that the Father created alone. It requires first the belief that Yahweh is only the Father, and then it takes 
this belief and reads it back into every passage concerning Yahweh, concluding that they all speak of the 
Father alone. Such is begging the question and must be pointed out as fallacious. 
 
The Early Church quotes simply affirmed that the Father is God Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
This is also a fact that I affirm as a Trinitarian as all three Persons were active in creation, the Father 
included. The statements are not denials of the other two Personǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƻƭŜǎΦ LΩŘ ŀƭǎƻ 
Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άǳǎέ ŀƴŘ άƻǳǊέ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŦǊƻƳ Genesis 1:26  was glossed over. We were only told that in 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǾŜǊǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴƎǳƭŀǊ ƴƻǳƴ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊō ǿŜǊŜ ǳǎŜŘΣ ȅŜǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƻƭŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
previous verse or how this in any way shows One Person as opposed to One Being. The Trinitarian 
position explains this seeming contradiction with clarity and good reason. 
 
That being said, it is obvious that Searchingone1033 does not deny the deity of the Father. He does not 
deny that the Father is eternal, omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent. Therefore I find myself 
needing to affirm first the Personality of the Father. 
 
Let me first state that Searchingone1033 made many appeals to God being One Person, the Father, yet 
never told us in what way the Father is a Person. It appears that this has been taken for granted. 
Perhaps he believes that the pronouns 'He', 'His', 'Him', 'I', 'Me', and 'My' establish this fact, but I would 
argue that they only help to build the case. As per my definition in my first rebuttal to 
{ŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎƻƴŜмлооΩǎ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅΦ 
 
The Father thinks (intelligence) 
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Many, O LORD my God, are thy wonderful works which thou hast done, and thy thoughts which are to 
us-ward: they cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee: if I would declare and speak of them, they are 
more than can be numbered. (Psalm 40:5 ) 
 
How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them! (Psalm 139:17 ) 
 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. (Isaiah 55:8 ) 
 
The Father reasons (rational) 
 
Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. (Isaiah 1:18 ). 
 
The Father is self-aware (conscious) 
 
And God said unto him, I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations 
shall be of thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins; (Genesis 35:11 ) 
 
Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth. 
(Psalm 46:10 ) 
 
Having now established firmly the Personality of the Father with a scriptural foundation we can look into 
Ƙƛǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀǎ CŀǘƘŜǊΦ ²Ƙȅ ƛǎ IŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άCŀǘƘŜǊέ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƛǎ IŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘƛǎΚ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
be answered in the following paragraphs. 
 
The Father is known in relation to the Son. A Father cannot by logical necessity be a Father (that is, truly 
ŀ CŀǘƘŜǊύ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǳǎŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ ά9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘ CŀǘƘŜǊǎέ ƻǊ άCƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ CŀǘƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
bŀǘƛƻƴέ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άCŀǘƘŜǊέ ƛƴ ŀ symbolic sense. Symbolically these men were at the 
foundation of these movements and helped to symbolically birth them. Such is not the case with God 
the Father. 

Eternality 
 
God the Father is eternal as evidenced by Psalm 90:2 , άŦǊƻƳ ŜǾŜǊƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǳ ŀǊǘ DƻŘέ 
and Deuteronomy 33:27 , ά¢ƘŜ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǘƘȅ ǊŜŦǳƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊƴŜŀǘƘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜǊƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ŀǊƳǎΧέ 
DƻŘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾƛƴƛǘȅ ŀǊŜ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ όRomans 1:20 ) as well as His glory (1Peter 5:10 ) and purpose 
(Ephesians 3:11 ύΦ 9ǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ Iƛǎ tŜǊǎƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿƘŀǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
show the sense in which he has eternally been the Father. 

Immutability 
 
God is immutable as Psalm 102:27  declares, άǘƘƻǳ ŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ŜƴŘΦέ 
Yahweh emphatically stating His immutability in Malachi 3:6  saying, άCƻǊ L ŀƳ ǘƘŜ [hw5Σ L ŎƘŀƴƎŜ 
ƴƻǘΧέ James informs us that there is no variation in the Father of lights (James 1:17 ). Thus the 
immutability of God the Father is established from scripture which brings me to my next point. 
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Logical Arguments 
 
If God is eternal (which He is) and immutable (which He is), and God is the Father (which He is), then it 
follows that God has always been the Father. We cannot understand this in the symbolic sense because 
God has existed from all eternity, pre-existing all that could be considered symbolic children. In other 
words, to claim ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άCŀǘƘŜǊέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ƛǎ ά¢ƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ {ǇƛǊƛǘǎέ 
(Hebrews 12:9 ) or the άCŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ [ƛƎƘǘǎέ (James 1:17 ) or because angels are referred to as άǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ 
DƻŘέ (Job 1:6 , 2:1 ) is necessarily false because all of these things are created. They all came into 
existence in time, not eternity. 
 
There was a time when there was no light because God had to create light (Genesis 1:3 ). Likewise 
there was a time before men had spirits because God had to breathe the breath of life into the nostrils 
of the first man Adam (Genesis 2:7 ) and Ecclesiastes 12:7 affirms that God gave the spirit to man. 
We also see that by the Word of the LORD and the breath of His mouth were all the hosts of heaven 
(angels) made (Psalm 33:6 ). Even if one holds to the Arian position of Jesus being the first creation of 
God, there is still no accounting for the Father being the Father before creation, from all eternity. Thus 
ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άCŀǘƘŜǊέ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ 
exactly thatτan eternal Father with an eternal Son. 
 
We cannot conclude the Father to ever have not been the Father because of his eternality and 
immutability, yet we cannot conclude the Father to be the Father in either sense (truly or symbolically) 
without a child of some sort. If there was a time when all things which were created were not in 
ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎ ǎŜƴǎŜΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜƴ IŜ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
former category. Therefore we can only reason that there had to have been an eternal child, the Son of 
God who could qualify the Father as Father. This is also the position supported by scripture and one that 
will be dealt with in more detail in the next point of debate concerning the Son. 
 
Now having stated all of this I expect to hear a lot of ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5Ŝƛǘȅ ǘƘŀƴ 
anything else. I expect to see scripture passages calling the Father God, a point that I affirm. I expect to 
see the topic shifted from the Father being God to the Son not being God, a point that I reject. But what 
L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ όbecause none exists) is a valid reason for how a 
Father can be a Father from all eternity without having a Son who has been His Son from all eternity.  
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Christadelphian: Point 2 Rebuttal 

Searchingone1033 -- Point 2: First Rebuttal  
Point 2: The Person or Being of the Father  
 
The previous exchange reached an agreement that: 
 
* The Bible does not describe God as three persons in any passage of Scripture 
 
* The Trinity is derived by systematically associating texts which speak separately of the Father, son, and 
Holy Spirit 
 
* The Trinity as defined in the Nicene-Constantinopolitan and Athanasian Creeds was developed over 
time from the 2nd century onwards, and was not declared in any creed to be an essential Christian 
belief until at least the 4th century 
 
Readers, ask yourself if this is truly a doctrine taught by the apostles. 
 
We move now to the Father. I believe in one God, the Father. My opponent believes in one God, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. I quoted directly from the earliest creedal confessions, 
demonstrating that they expressed the belief that there is one God, who is one person, the Father. 
 
IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ Ƴȅ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ Ω¢ƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ŎǊŜŜŘŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƳŀƪŜ ƴƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘ ōŜƛƴƎ 
ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ tŜǊǎƻƴΩΦ L ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ statements (taken from the 
earliest creedal statements), refer to one person or more than one: 
 
* I believe in God the Father, Almighty 
 
* We thank thee, Ƙƻƭȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΧ ¢ƘƻǳΣ !ƭƳƛƎƘǘȅ aŀǎǘŜǊ 
 
* I believe in one God, the Father Almighty 
 
* Do you believe in God the Father Almighty? 
 
* I believe in God the Father Almighty 
 
These statements refer to God as the Father, one person, and speak of Him using the singular pronoun 
(which is used for one person). Readers, ask yourself if the Father is one person or more than one. Even 
Trinitarians acknowledge the Father is one person. 
 
My opponent wishes to claim that the following statements are equivalent: 
 
* I believe in God the Father, Almighty; Maker of Heaven and Earth 
 
* We worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity, neither confounding the persons nor dividing the 
substance, for there is one person of the Father, another of the Son, and another of the Holy Spirit 
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I ask the readers to consider if these statements are really equivalent. It is inaccurate to claim that the 
ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ŀ ΨŎƭŀǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘǎ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
statement was eventually abandoned when the Trinity was finally developed, and replaced in the creeds 
with the second, proves that the first statement was certainly not considered to be equivalent to the 
ǎŜŎƻƴŘΣ ƴƻǊ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ŀ ΨŎƭŀǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǎŎŀǊŘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
teaching entirely, which required a totally different description. 
 
Readers, ask your Trinitarian friends which of these statements they confess. Ask them if they would 
accept the first statement as a true definition of God. 
 
aȅ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎ ŎƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƭƭ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ¸ŀƘǿŜƘ DƻŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ 
ŀƭƻƴŜΩΣ ŀƴŘ ȅŜt explicit statements to this effect have been provided from both Scripture and the earliest 
creedal confessions (hereύΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǎŀȅ ΨGod created aloneΩΣ ōǳǘ ǊŜŦŜǊ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ 
to a person, one person, the Father. 
 
Likewise my opponent wishes to claim that the following statements are equivalent: 
 
* I believe in God the Father, Almighty; Maker of Heaven and Earth 
 
* I believe God the Father Almighty, and in God the Son Almighty, and in God the Holy Spirit Almighty, 
and that all three Persons were active in creation 
 
My opponent wishes to claim that the first confession is equivalent to the second, on the basis that 
Trinitarians believe that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit were all involved in creation. But that is not what 
the first statement says. It says explicitly and exclusively that God, the Father (one person), is the maker 
of heaven and earth. The earliest confessions say nothing about Jesus or the Holy Spirit being 'active in 
creation', and only attribute creation to the Father. 
 
Readers, ask your Trinitarian friends which statement they confess. The first statement was the earliest 
Christian creedal confession, but the Trinitarians who came later abandoned this statement for a 
completely different statement with which it is incompatible (here), since they did not believe this first 
statement to be a true expression of their belief. 
 
My opponent wishes to claim that the first person pronoun does not necessarily refer to one person, 
ǎŀȅƛƴƎ Ψ¢ǊƛƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴǎ ŀŦŦƛǊƳ hƴŜ .ŜƛƴƎ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ΨLŦ ǘƘŜ hƴŜ .ŜƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǘƘŜƴ 
ǿŜΩŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǎƛƴƎǳƭŀǊ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴǎΩΦ 
 
This ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƴ ƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘȅΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ΨŀŦŦƛǊƳ hƴŜ .ŜƛƴƎ ǿƘƻ 
ƛǎ DƻŘΩΣ ōǳǘ ŀŦŦƛǊƳ ƻƴŜ ōŜƛƴƎ who is three personsΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨhƴŜ .ŜƛƴƎΩ ƛǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ 
ΨhƴŜ .ŜƛƴƎΩ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ plural pronoun ΨǿŜΩ, as Trinitarians 
acknowledge when they make their argument for Genesis 1:26 . 
 
In grammar, personal pronouns do not count beings, they count persons, and therefore when the 
singular pronoun is used, only one person can be speaking. When more than one person is speaking, the 
plural pronoun must be used. 
 
My opponent accepts that the plural pronoun refers to more than one person, but wants to claim that 
singular pronoun can refer to more than one person also. This is bad grammar, since the singular 
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pronoun actually refers to one person not more than one (check any English or Hebrew grammar 
reference), and it is bad theology from the Trinitarian perspective because it fails to distinguish the three 
persons, representing God as one person instead of three. In the Athanasian Creed this is condemned as 
'confounding the persons'. 
 
Lǘ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴǎ ŎŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨhƴŜƴŜǎǎ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘŀƭǎΩ όǿƘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 
one God, who is one person, and that person is Jesus), for representing the plural pronouns as referring 
to only one person, so it is ironic that so many Trinitarians make an equally false argument by likewise 
abandoning the true meaning of the grammar when it comes to the singular pronoun. 
 
The fact is that the Bible states explicitly concerning God that 'The Lord our God is one Lord' 
(Deuteronomy 6:6 , Mark 12:29 ), and that 'he [one person] is one, and there is no one else besides 
him [one person]' (Mark 12:32 ), never describing God as 'three in one'. This is not a description of 
ΨhƴŜ .ŜƛƴƎΩ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ΨǘƘǊŜŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΩΣ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ count persons not ΨōŜƛƴƎǎΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ 
singular pronoun is used then we are being told repeatedly that God is one person. 
 
CŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ΨƎƭƻǎǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊΩ ŀǎ Ƴȅ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘ ŎƭŀƛƳǎΣ Genesis 1:26  was expounded by me in some 
detail, but since my argument was never addressed and the passage has been raised again, I shall repeat 
it. 
 
In Genesis 1:26  the plural pronouns 'us' and 'our' are used, but in verse 27 the noun and verb are in 
the singular, indicating that only one person is involved in the act of creation of man and woman, thus 
the translation 'God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them, male and 
female he created them'. 
 
This is repeated later in Genesis 2:8 , 'he placed the man he had formed', Genesis 2:22 , 'the Lord 
God made a woman from the part he had taken... he brought her', Genesis 5:1-2 , 'he made them... 
He created them male and female... he blessed them', and Christ described the creation of man and 
woman as the act of one person who was not himself (Matthew 19:4 , 'he made them male and 
female'). 
 
The following is quote is from the footnote on Genesis 1:26  in the New English Translation, a standard 
Evangelical translation produced by a committee which is uncompromisingly Trinitarian. All emphasis is 
ƳƛƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƭƭƛǇǎƛǎ ƻƳƛǘǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǇƭǳǊŀƭ ƻŦ ƳŀƧŜǎǘȅΩ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ƛǎ 
wrong (and I agree): 
 
Ψaŀƴȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŀƴǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ Ƙƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǇƭǳǊŀƭƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƻŘƘŜŀŘΣ but this view 
imposes later trinitarian concepts on the ancient text. 
 
[...] 
 
In 2 Sam 24:14  David uses the plural as representative of all Israel, and in Isa 6:8  the Lord speaks 
on behalf of his heavenly court. 
 
In its ancient Israelite context the plural is most naturally understood as referring to God and his 
heavenly court (see 1 Kgs 22:19-22 ; Job 1:6-12 ; 2:1-6 ; Isa 6:1-8 ). (The most well-known 
members of this court ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎΣ ƻǊ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ. In Gen 3:5  the serpent may refer to this 
ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀǎ άƎƻŘǎκŘƛǾƛƴŜ ōŜƛƴƎǎΦέ {ŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άŜǾƛƭέ ƛƴ оΥрΦύ 
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If this is the case, God invites the heavenly court to participate in the creation of mankind (perhaps in 
the role of offering praise, see Job 38:7 ), but he himself is the one who does the actual creative 
work όǾΦ нтύΦΩ 
 
Objection to moderators: ¢ƘŜ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
CŀǘƘŜǊΩ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ ǇǊƛƻǊ to his birth, and should be held over to 
the next point in the debate. 
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Trinitarian: Point 2 Counter Rebuttal 

Saturday, August 19, 2006 

Prophetnick77 -- Point 2: Counter Rebuttal  
Point 2: The Person or Being of the Father 
 
Have you ever seen a comedian bomb on stage? Or perhaps watched your infant fall off of the bed after 
being left unattended for a second or two? If you have then you know how painful it is and how these 
things appear to happen in ǎƭƻǿ ƳƻǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ L ŦŜƭǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ {ŜŀǊŀŎƘƛƴƎƻƴŜмлооΩǎ ǊŜōǳǘǘŀƭ ǘƻ 
my opening argument. It was akin to watching a train wreckτI was horrified by what I was witnessing. 
 
I must immediately begin by pointing out the less than honest conclusions of my opponent. 
 
1. It was NEVER agreed upon that scripture does not describe the one Being of God as Three Persons. In 
fact that statement was supported. 
 
2. Yes, the Trinity is arrived at by systematically studying the whole of scripture in context. The 
unŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǎǳǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ .ŜƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘ IƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ LΩŘ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ΨƭƻƴŜ ǾŜǊǎŜΩ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀȅǎ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎǇŜƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ŀ ΨƭƻƴŜ ǾŜǊǎŜΦΩ 
 
3. No doubt that the definition was given more precision in later creeds. Such is the destiny of all 
ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅΦ .ǳǘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ōȅ 
the earliest Christiansτsuch is not the case at all as has been sufficiently proven. 
 
I must point out that the same ŦŀƭƭŀŎȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘΩǎ Ǉƻǎǘǎ ǊŜŀǊǎ ƛǘǎ ǳƎƭȅ 
ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƘŜŀŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎǊŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΦ 
LŦ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŀǊƎǳŜ ŎǊŜŜŘǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǎƻ ōŜ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘτōǳǘ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀrguing based on scripture. Any 
mention of creeds will be supplemental. 
 
We now move into the repeated circular reasoning which is that there is One God who is One Person, 
the Father. He takes this for granted and then reads into every passage of scripture that speaks of God. 
LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎτso far none has been provided or from what I can see even 
attempted. 
 
Another red herring swims into the debate in the question posed to the readers of whether or not the 
CŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ άƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜƳŜƴǘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΗ ²Ƙȅ ŜǾŜƴ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜƴΚ 
 
aƻǊŜ ƛƭƭƻƎƛŎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŀǿ Ƴŀƴ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ Ŏƻntending that 
άhƴŜ DƻŘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ !ƭƳƛƎƘǘȅέ ƛǎ ǎȅƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ άDƻŘ ƛƴ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘȅΣ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ ¦ƴƛǘȅΦέ ²ƘŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ L ŜǾŜǊ 
ƳŀŘŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ŎƭŀƛƳΚ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ bƛŎŜƴŜ-Constantinopolitan and 
Athanasian Creeds are further clarifications of this phraseτōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƴ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ 
or will make. I would however say that the later creeds are a further and more precise treatment of the 
ǊǳŘƛƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9b¢Lw9 !ǇƻǎǘƭŜΩǎ /ǊŜŜŘΦ LǊŜƴŀŜǳǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƻǳƴŘ upon the 
ŎǊŜŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ {ŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎƻƴŜмлооΩǎ links. There is no doubt that the Son and Holy Spirit are 
ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜΩǎ /ǊŜŜŘΣ ǘƘǳǎ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ 
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more attention in the years to come. 
 
Next we have the claim of the Father creating alone. With the exception of Isaiah 64:8 , none of the 
verses cited even say that the Father created. They all say that Yahweh/God created. Now it can be 
reasonably deduced that the Father created from these verses because the Father is One of Three 
Persons who equally share the Nature of Deity, and it was this One Divine Being who created. And once 
again it must be noted that each of these verses speaks of One God (Yahweh) creating, NOT One Person. 
 
Another straw man argument is given attributing staǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƳŀŘŜΦ L ǿƻƴΩǘ 
dignify them with an explanation. Attention is then shifted back to the creeds as never saying the Son 
ŀƴŘ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΦ aȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƛǎ άǎƻ ǿƘŀǘΚέ ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ 
waǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǉƻǎǘ ƻŦ Ǉƻƛƴǘ мΦ LΩŘ ŀƭǎƻ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŀǊƎǳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ L 
Ŏŀƴ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŜŘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ŀƴŘ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ 
creation. 
 
And something I find to be extremely strange is that Irenaeus was quoted in one of the links as saying, 
άhƴŜ DƻŘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ !ƭƳƛƎƘǘȅΣ aŀƪŜǊ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊǘƘέ ŀǎ ƛŦ ƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ![hb9 
created. 
 
Irenaeus said elsewhere: 
 
άCƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ IƛƳ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ²ƛǎŘƻƳ, the Son and the Spirit, by whom and in 
ǿƘƻƳΣ ŦǊŜŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻƴǘŀƴŜƻǳǎƭȅΣ IŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƻ ǿƘƻƳ ŀƭǎƻ IŜ ǎǇŜŀƪǎΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ Ψ[Ŝǘ ¦ǎ ƳŀƪŜ Ƴŀƴ 
ŀŦǘŜǊ hǳǊ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƪŜƴŜǎǎΤΩέ (ANF 1:487-88) 
 
If his first statement can be taken as reflective of early Christian belief (which of course it can be) then 
his second statement can as well. There is no reason to assume that the early church would have 
deviated from the testimony of scripture that the Father was not alone in the act of creation. 
 
I find it strange that a non-Trinitarian would tell a Trinitarian that his description of the Trinity was 
inadequate. For the record, all Trinitarians agree that there is One Being that is God. We understand 
ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŀ ƴƻǳƴ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƴŀƳŜ ƘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άDƻŘέ ƛƴ ǊŜference to Deity always speaks 
of the One Being of Deity. Now we also acknowledge that this One Being (i.e. 
Nature/Essence/Substance) is shared equally by Three Persons. To level the charge of inadequacy in 
description only shows the lack of substantial argument against the points I have raised. 
 
To continue, I was very careful to differentiate between the Three Persons (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) of 
the One Being (God) speaking collectively, which would employ use of singular pronouns since it is the 
One Being speaking, and the Three Persons of the One Being conversing amongst themselves which 
would employ the use of plural pronouns. And what is the response to this?τan alleged rule of 
ƎǊŀƳƳŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƛƴƎǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ōǳǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ŘƻΦ 
 
LΩŘ ŀǎƪ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ 9ƴglish or Hebrew grammar references state the rule that personal pronouns are 
never used of Beings but always Persons. I happen to have in my possession my 2nd grade English 
textbook. We shall now look to the section on Personal Pronouns and see if it is in agreement with 
{ŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎƻƴŜмлооΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳΦ 
 
ά²ƘŜƴ ŀ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴΦ Personal 
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pronouns may also refer to things.έ - Building English Skills, (Evanston, IL: McDougal, Littell & Company, 
1988) p. 427 
 
Well there you have itτeven at an elementary level we are taught that personal pronouns can identify 
things. If a Being is not a Person (as Searcingone1033 must claim in this case) then it is a Thing. Personal 
pronouns are still appropriate. 
 
As for confounding the persons, I have done no such thing. This again is a caricature of the view that I 
took the time to explain in detail. My reason for doing so was so that no possible misrepresentation 
could occur, and although it has here, I believe the reader will be able to reference my original 
statements to see the falsity of the claim. 
 
Concerning the Shema as was wrongly cited twice now as Deuteronomy 6:6  (6:4 is the proper 
citation), there is no interaction with the verse itself. In Hebrew it reads, ά{ƘŜƳŀ ¸ƛǎǊŀŜƭ ¸ŀƘǿŜƘ 
ŜƭƻƘŜȅƴǳ ¸ŀƘǿŜƘ ŜŎƘŀŘΦέ Immediately I must point out that άŜƭƻƘŜȅƴǳέ όΨƻǳǊ DƻŘΩύ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭǳǊŀƭ ŦƻǊƳΦ 
Secondly, the word άŜŎƘŀŘέ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ άƻƴŜέ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ 
unity (cf. Genesis 2:24 , 11:6 ; Ezek. 37:17 ). 
 
LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ άŜŎƘŀŘέ modifies which determines whether or not a plurality in unity is in view. In 
this case, άŜŎƘŀŘέ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŜǎ ά¸ŀƘǿŜƘέ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ a priori reason to assume that Yahweh is 
not a plurality of persons, especially in light of verses such as Genesis 19:24 . 
 
The argument was simply repeated for Genesis 1:26  but there was once again no attempt to 
ƘŀǊƳƻƴƛȊŜ ǾǎΦ нс ǿƛǘƘ ǾǎΦ нтΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ǘƘŜƴ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ŦƻƻǘƴƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ b9¢ .ƛōƭŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀƪŜǎ 
inaccurate assŜǊǘƛƻƴǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ŘƻǳōƭŜ-ŜŘƎŜŘ ǎǿƻǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ LǊŜƴŀŜǳǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άǳǎέ ŀƴŘ άƻǳǊέ ŀǎ ŀ 
plurality of persons. 
 
So Searchingone1033 is forced to admit that the Trinitarian concepts were held prior to Nicaea-
Constantinople or that the NET Bible commentary is ƛƴŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΦ LΩŘ ŀƭǎƻ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ 1Kings 22:19-22

; Job 1:6-12 ; 2:1-6 , God does not speak using plural pronouns so any reference to them is 
irrelevant. Isaiah 6 shows Yahweh conversing within Himself. 
 
As far as the objection goes, my treatment was dealing specifically with the Father. I see this as nothing 
more than an admission that the argument I posed is too strong to be dealt with accordingly. 

http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Deuteronomy%206.6
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Genesis%202.24
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Genesis%2011.6
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Ezek.%2037.17
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Genesis%2019.24
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Genesis%201.26
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1Kings%2022.19-22
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1Kings%2022.19-22
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Job%201.6-12
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Job%202.1-6
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Deuteronomy6.6%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Genesis2.24%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Genesis11.6%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Ezek.37.17%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Genesis19.24%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Genesis1.26%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:1Kings22.19-22%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Job1.6-12%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Job2.1-6%7Cres=LLS:ESV
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Christadelphian: Point 2 Closing Statement 

Tuesday, August 22, 2006 

Searchingone1033 -- Point 2: Closing Statement  
POINT 2: The person or being of the Father 
 
My opponent acknowledges that his doctrine is inferred from various passages of Scripture, and not 
taught explicitly in Scripture. Since my understanding of God is taught explicitly in Scripture, I see no 
ƴŜŎŜǎǎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΦ LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ƛƴ 
which the apostles taught people the Trinity, or a single passage in which it was said to be essential 
Christian doctrine, my opponent would have quoted when by now, but we both know such passages do 
not exist. 
 
My opponent asks where it is written that doctrines must be declared explicitly in order to be valid. I 
have never said that inferred doctrines are necessarily invalid. Doctrines which are merely inferred 
cannot be considered essential and necessary teachings, because there is no evidence that they were 
taught at all (else we would not have to infer them). 
 
Consider instead the Biblical evidence: 
 
* Christ declared that it is eternal life to know the Father as the only true God (John 17:3 ), meaning 
that 1 John 5:20  (where the grammar is ambiguous), must refer to the Father and not Jesus (you 
Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ΨǘƘŜ only ǘǊǳŜ DƻŘΩύ 
 
* The apostles repeatedly taught that God is one person, the Father (here) 
 
* Acts 2: 3 ,000  are baptized with the knowledge that God is the Father, and that Jesus Christ is Ψŀ 
man clearly attested to you by God with powerful deeds, wonders, and miraculous signs that God 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘƛƳΩ 
 
* In the Divine throne room visions of Exodus 24, Ezekiel 1, Daniel 7, Acts 7, and Revelation 4-5, God is 
shown as one person, not three. 
 
My opponent claimed that the Bible and the Early Fathers do not teach that the Father created alone. 
Readers, judge for yourselves (here and hereύΣ ƴƻǘƛƴƎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ one 
person, who was not himself. 
 
Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ΨƴŜǾŜǊ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿŀǎ hƴŜ tŜǊǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ Cŀther'. The 
apostles did not simply teach that there is one God, they taught explicitly that there is one God, the 
Father: 
 
1 Corinthians 8:6  yet for us there is one God, the FatherΧ 
 
Since the apostles taught that there is one God, who is the Father, and since my opponent has agreed 
the Father is one person ('The Father is A Person'), then the one God is one person, the Father. Note 
that Christ is distinguished from DƻŘΣ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ΨDƻŘΩΦ 

http://trinitydebate.blogspot.com/2006/08/searchingone1033-closing-rebuttal.html
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/John%2017.3
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1%20John%205.20
http://omnipotens.ath.cx/Presentations/One%20God%20-%20The%20Father.htm
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Acts%202.%203
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Acts%202.000
http://omnipotens.ath.cx/Presentations/Early%20Creedal%20Statements.htm
http://omnipotens.ath.cx/Presentations/The%20Father%20Created.htm
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1%20Corinthians%208.6
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:John17.3%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:1John5.20%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Acts2.3%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Acts2.000%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:1Corinthians8.6%7Cres=LLS:ESV
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¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ϥŜƭƻƘƛƳϥ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ϥǇƭǳǊŀƭ ƴƻǳƴΩΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴƻǳƴǎ ƛǎ ǇƭǳǊŀƭύΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ 
refer either to a singular or plural subject, just like 'fish' and 'sheep'. It's the subject/verb agreement 
which identifies whether it is singular or plural, as in English. 
 
Other nouns of this class include the following (places where the usage is singular are in parentheses): 
 
* zequnim: old age (Genesis 21:2 , 7 ; 37:3 ; 44:20 ) 
 
* ne`urim: youth (1 Samuel 17:33 ) 
 
* 'adonim: lord (Isaiah 19:4 ) 
 
In English, if I say 'The fish is blue', you know I'm talking about one fish, not because 'fish' is the singular 
form of 'fish', but because 'is' is the singular verb. If I say 'the sheep are outside', you know I am talking 
about more than one sheep, not because 'sheep' is the plural form of 'sheep', but because 'are' is the 
plural verb. The same applies to the Hebrew word 'elohim'. Whenever the verb is singular, the noun 
refers to only one person. 
 
When 'elohim' takes the plural verb, it refers to more than one person, such as the gods of the heathen, 
men, or angels. But the singular verb is used when 'elohim' is used of God Himself. This reinforces 
repeatedly that God is one person. 
 
In Genesis 1:26 , God ('elohim'), said 'Let us make', addressing persons other than Himself (the angels 
in His presence to whom He speaks, as in 1 Kings 22:19-22 , and Isaiah 6:1-8 ). 
 
When the actual creation takes place in verse 27, the word 'elohim' is used with the singular form of the 
verb 'make', proving that the creation was carried out by only one person. If the creation had been 
carried out by more than one person, it would necessarily have been described with the plural form of 
the verb. 
 
It is worth noting that the Jews (who may be relied upon to know Hebrew), always understood 'elohim' 
and the singular verb to refer to one person, and translated it with the singular word for God in their 
Greek translations of the Old Testament (THEOS). The Jews of course have for thousands of years 
worshipped God as one person, and He has never seen fit to reveal they should do otherwise. 
 
aȅ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎŀƛŘ ΨōŜƛƴƎǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ōǳǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ŘƻΩΣ ǿƘŜƴ L ǎŀƛŘ ƴƻ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘƛƴƎΣ L ǎŀƛŘ 
personal pronouns count personsΣ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎǎΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ōŜƛƴƎΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ 
being is more than one male personΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴƎǳƭŀǊ ƳŀƭŜ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴ ΨƘŜΩΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ǳǎŜ 
ΨǘƘŜȅΩΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŝƴǘƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ΨƛǘΩΦ 
 
wŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ L ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ōȅ ΨheΩΦ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ƻǊ 
ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΚ Lƴ IŜōǊŜǿΣ DǊŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΣ ΨheΩ ƳŜŀƴǎ ΨƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩ. My opponent has failed 
to show otherwise (and cannot). 
 
!ƴ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ ǿƻǊŘ ΨŜŎƘŀŘΩΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŜǊǊƻƴŜƻǳǎƭȅ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŀ 
ΨŎƻƳǇƻǳƴŘ ǳƴƛǘȅΩΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƻǳƴŘ ǳƴƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǳƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ separate entities, not a single entity, and since 
¢ǊƛƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴǎ ƛƴǎƛǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǳƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΣ IŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨŎƻƳǇƻǳƴŘ 

http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Genesis%2021.2
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Genesis%2021.7
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Genesis%2037.3
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Genesis%2044.20
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1%20Samuel%2017.33
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Isaiah%2019.4
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Genesis%201.26
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1%20Kings%2022.19-22
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Isaiah%206.1-8
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Genesis21.2%7Cres=LLS:ESV
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libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Isaiah6.1-8%7Cres=LLS:ESV
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ǳƴƛǘȅΩΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ ǿƻǊŘ ΨŜŎƘŀŘΩ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǿƻǊŘ ΨƻƴŜΩ ŘƻŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƴƻǳƴ 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ΨƻƴŜ lordΩ όDeuteronomy 6:4 ), means one single ƴƻǳƴΣ ƴƻǘ ŀ ΨŎƻƳǇƻǳƴŘ ǳƴƛǘȅΩ όŀƴŘ ŀ ΨƭƻǊŘΩ ƛǎ 
ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƴƻǘ ŀ ΨŎƻƳǇƻǳƴŘ ǳƴƛǘȅΩύΦ !ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ DǊŜƎƻǊȅ .ƻȅŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ 
(here). 
 
It is of course meaningless to claim (as my opponent does), that God has always been the literal father 
of Christ, since in order to be a literal father a person must cause a son to come into existence when 
previously they did not exist (whereas my opponent wishes to claim that Christ has always existed). 
 
The Bible says there was a time when God's fatherhood of Christ was still future, demonstrating that it 
was not eternal: 
 
2 Samuel 7:14  I will become his father and he will become my son. 
 
Scripture also tells us the time that God became the father of Christ: 
 
Hebrews 1:5  For ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ ŘƛŘ DƻŘ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŀȅΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ǎƻƴΗ Today I have fathered 
youέΚ !ƴŘ ƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άL ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ƴȅ ǎƻƴΦέ 
 
Scripture thus tells us explicitly that there was a time when God was not the father of Christ, and 
Scripture tells us explicitly that there was a time when God became the father of Christ. 
 
Recognising that none of the earliest creeds declare the son and Holy Spirit to have been active in 
creation, my opponent responds: 
 
ϝ ϥΦΦΦǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŜŘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŀy anything about the Son and Holy Spirit not being active in creation.'This is a 
logical fallacy, an attempt to assert an argument in the basis of the absence of evidence. 
 
In contrast, I have argued positively, from the data which is actually in the creeds. I have argued that the 
Christians who wrote those creeds believed in one God, the Father Almighty, and that the Father 
created all things. I have provided direct quotes from the creeds saying exactly this. 
 
My opponent has claimed that these Christians believed in one God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, but 
is unable to find a single statement to this effect in any of these creeds, and has been reduced to 
claiming without evidence that they believed it. 
 
I argue legitimately that the Christians who wrote those creeds believed in one God, the Father 
Almighty, and that the Father created all things, because that is what they actually wrote. This is 
ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŜŘǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘΩǎΦ 
 
My opponent complains about my raising the earliest creeds (to which he is unable to give unqualified 
consent), but I only raise them in response to his repeated claims that the Trinity was taught as essential 
doctrine from the 1st century onwards. If such claims were true, we would find the Trinity explicitly 
declared as such in these creeds (as it was in much later creeds), but we do not find it so much as 
referred to, not even once. 
 

http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Deuteronomy%206.4
http://omnipotens.ath.cx/Presentations/Echad.htm
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/2%20Samuel%207.14
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Hebrews%201.5
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I have, of course, made a positive argument from Scripture, as a reading of both my posts and my web 
pages will show (over fifty passages of Scripture have been quoted). 
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Moderator Comment 

Thursday, August 24, 2006 

Moderator Comment  
We have now come to the end of part two of our four point debate. At the half way point, I would like to 
thank both participants for their willingness and diligence in presenting their differing points of view. We 
will now be moving on to part three of our debate, the person of the Son. Searchingone1033 will have 
the opening argument and Prophetnick77 will have the first rebuttal. 
 

http://trinitydebate.blogspot.com/2006/08/end-of-point-twostart-of-point-three.html
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Christadelphian: Point 3 Opening Statement 

Friday, August 25, 2006 

Searchingone1033 -- Point 3: Opening Statement  
POINT 3: The Person of the Son 
 
 
Readers, consider which is more authoritative, my opponent's inferences or the explicit teaching of the 
apostles. 
 
The apostles taught explicitly that Christ is the agent by which God saves (Romans 6:23  'the gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus', Titus 3:5-6  'renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He [God] poured out 
on us in full measure in Jesus Christ our Savior', Galatians 3:15  'in Christ Jesus the blessing of 
Abraham would come to the Gentiles', Hebrews 13:20-21  'God... working in us what is pleasing 
before him through Jesus Christ'), including justification (Romans 3:24-26 ; 5:1-2 ), sanctification 
(Hebrews 10:10  ΨǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ Ƙƻƭȅ ώΨǎŀƴŎǘƛŦƛŜŘΩϐ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ), 
and glorification (2 Thessalonians 2:12). 
 
Did the apostles teach the Trinity as an essential Christian doctrine? 
 
* Acts 2: 3 ,000  are baptized with the knowledge that God is the FatherΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ Ψa 
man clearly attested to you by God with powerful deeds, wonders, and miraculous signs that God 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘƛƳΩ 
 
ϝ !Ŏǘǎ оΥ ¢ƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ΨǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩΣ ǘƘŀǘ Ψthe God of our forefathers, has 
glorified Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ WŜǎǳǎΩΣ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘ όƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ΨDƻŘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩύ 
 
* Acts 4: The apostles attribute all creation to God as one person, and refer to Jesus not as God but the 
servant of God (again distinguishing Jesus from God) 
 
* Acts 5: The apostles teach that God raised Jesus (again distinguishing Jesus from God), and say that 
God exalted Jesus, raising him to the right hand of God (as distinct from Jesus), preaching to everyone 
that Jesus was the Christ (not that Jesus was God) 
 
ϝ !Ŏǘǎ тΥ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜǎ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴ όƴƻǘ ΨDƻŘΩύΣ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ 
and says that he saw Jesus and God as two separate beings, with Jesus on the right hand of God 
 
ϝ !Ŏǘǎ уΥ tŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ΨǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ kingdom of God and the name of 
WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩ, not that Jesus is God 
 
ϝ !Ŏǘǎ млΥ ! ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƛǎ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ΨǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ appointed by DƻŘΩ, 
and say that JŜǎǳǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜǎ ΨōŜŎŀǳǎŜ God was ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΩ, not because he was God 
 
* Acts 11: Peter defends his baptism of Gentiles who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ (not the Trinity), 
but does not have to defend neglecting to teach that Jesus is really God 
 

http://trinitydebate.blogspot.com/2006/08/searchingone1033-opening-statement.html
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Romans%206.23
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Titus%203.5-6
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Galatians%203.15
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Hebrews%2013.20-21
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Romans%203.24-26
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Romans%205.1-2
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Hebrews%2010.10
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/2%20Thessalonians%202.12
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Acts%202.%203
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Acts%202.000
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Romans6.23%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Titus3.5-6%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Galatians3.15%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Hebrews13.20-21%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Romans3.24-26%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Romans5.1-2%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Hebrews10.10%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:2Thessalonians2.12%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Acts2.3%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Acts2.000%7Cres=LLS:ESV


36 
 

 

* Acts 13: In a lengthy speech Christ is repeatedly distinguished from God, and the good news is that 
'God brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus' (not 'Jesus is God') 
 
* Acts 17: God is repeatedly identified as one person ('He'), a person other than Christ, who made the 
world, and is 'going to judge the world in righteousness, by a man whom he designated', identifying 
Jesus as a man who is the agent of God, not as God 
 
Why did the apostles never make arguments of my opponent? 
 
Later Christians admitted the apostles never taught Jesus is God, but could not agree why (here). 
 
The apostles predicate Christ's work of salvation on his being a man identical to those he came to save, 
who really died, and needed salvation (here). But Trinitarians cannot accept that Christ really died 
(here), and some Trinitarian Bibles obscure the fact he came 'in the flesh', along with making other 
translation errors motivated by bias (here). 
 
Lacking explicit Biblical teaching that Jesus is the second person of the Trinity, Trinitarians attempt to 
make a case that Jesus is God on the basis that he: 
 
* Is called THEOS: 
 
My opponent has rightly corrected this (my emphasis): 
 
Ψƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ that the Father is called God, the Son is called God, and the Holy Spirit is called God. 
The title in and of itself does not necessitate that each person being called God is the one true God, nor 
ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƛǊǊŜŦǳǘŀōƭȅ ǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘȅΦΩ 
 
Jesus said the same (John 10:33-36 ). 
 
* Forgave sins: 
 
The disciples could forgive sins (John 20:23 ), and no one claims they are God. 
 
* Performed miracles 
 
Christ performed miracles not because he was God, but because gave him the power to do so, just like 
other prophets sent by God (Matthew 9:8 , John 3:2 ; 14:10-11 ). 
 
Christ taught that the miracles were the work of God through him (John 5:19 , 30  ΨǘƘŜ {ƻƴ can do 
ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΩΣ ΨL Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΩ John 14:10  ' the Father residing in me performs 
his miraculous deeds,'), and Scripture states explicitly that he had no power of his own, but received it 
from God (Matthew 28:18 , John 5:19-20 , 26 , 30 ; 8:28 , Revelation 5:12 ). 
 
The apostles likewise taught explicitly that the miracles were performed by God, through Christ (Acts 
2:22  Ψa man clearly attested to you by God with powerful deeds, wonders, and miraculous signs that 
DƻŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘƛƳΩ, Acts 10:42 ; 17:31 , Philippians 2:9 ). 
 
* Has authority to judge men 
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Christ has the authority to judge men not because he is God, but because he is a man whom God has 
appointed with this authority (John 5:22 , 27 ; 17:1-3  Acts 10:42 ; 17:31 ). 
 
It is also claimed Jesus: 
 
* Created all things 
 
Christ explicitly attributed the creation to one person who was not himself (Matthew 19:4 ). 
 
* Is omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent 
 
Christ had no power of his own, but received it from God (Matthew 28:18 , John 5:19-20 , 26 , 30

; 8:28 ; 14:10 ; 17:1-3 , Acts 2:22 ; 10:42 ; 17:31 , Philippians 2:9 , Revelation 5:12 ). 
 
That Christ is not omniscient is proved by the fact that Christ had previously stated explicitly that there 
was knowledge he did not have (Mark 13:32 ), and Christ's knowledge has clearly been limited from 
his life in earth up to and including his current life in heaven (Luke 2:52  'Jesus increased in wisdom', 
Hebrews 5:8  'he learned obedience', Revelation 1:1  'The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave 
to him'). 
 
That Christ is not omnipresent is proved by the fact that he told his disciples he would leave them and 
return later (John 13:33 , 36 ; 14:2-3 , 18 , 28 ; 16:7 ), and the fact that he actually left and it 
was said by angels that he would return in the future (Acts 1:9-11 ). 
 
In Matthew 18:20 , Christ says that he is present when two or three are gathered in his name, which 
places a condition on his presence (if he was omnipresent he would be there regardless of who was 
gathered in what name), and the proof that this is not a declaration of omnipresence is the fact that 
Paul says exactly the same of himself, and does not say that Christ is literally present, only the power of 
Christ (1 Corinthians 5:4  ΨWhen you gather together in the name of our Lord Jesus, and I am with you 
in spirit, along with the power ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎΩύΦ 
 
* Existed from all eternity and had no beginning in time 
 
¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ DƻŘϥǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊƘƻƻŘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
existence is not eternal: 
 
2 Samuel 7:14  'I will become his father and he will become my son. 
 
Scripture also tells us the time that God became the father of Christ: 
 
Hebrews 1:5  CƻǊ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ ŘƛŘ DƻŘ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŀȅΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ǎƻƴΗ Today I have fathered 
ȅƻǳέ? And in another place hŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άI will be his father and he will be my sonΦέ 
 
Scripture thus tells us explicitly that there was a time when God was not the father of Christ, and 
Scripture tells us explicitly that there was a time when God became the father of Christ. Thus there was 
a point in time at which Christ was brought into existence, since in order to be a literal father a person 
must cause a son to come into existence when previously they did not exist.  
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In Hebrews 1:6 Σ tŀǳƭ ǎŀȅǎ Ψ.ǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ώDƻŘϐ ŀƎŀƛƴ ōǊƛƴƎǎ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘōƻǊƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩ, proving that 
there was a time when God first brought Christ into the world, which could not have occurred if Christ 
had always existed. This states explicitly that Christ was brought into the world, twice (commentators 
usually attribute the second to the resurrection of Christ, again proof that Christ did not exist while he 
was dead). 
 
* Is co-equal with the Father 
 
That Christ is not co-equal with the Father is proved by the fact that he himself declared his 
subordination (John 5:19 , 30  ΨǘƘŜ {ƻƴ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΩΣ ΨL Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΩ, 
John 14:28  'My Father is greater than I'), and the apostles taught that he is the servant of God (Acts 
3:13 , 26  ΨƘƛǎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ WŜǎǳǎΩΣ ΨDƻŘ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǳǇ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘΩ, Acts 4:27 , 30  Ψyour holy servant 
WŜǎǳǎΩύΦ 
 
The later Trinitarian distinction that Christ is ontologically equal but functionally subordinate is made 
nowhere in Scripture (which declares an unqualified subordination), nor in the Nicene and Athanasian 
Creeds (which declare an unqualified equality).  
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Trinitarian: Point 3 Rebuttal 

Sunday, August 27, 2006 

Prophetnick77 -- Point 3: First Rebuttal  

Point 3: The Person of the Son 
 
²Ŝ ƴƻǿ ƳƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴȅΦ LƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 
point out that my opponent has once again violated the rules of the debate with his link usage. His 
argument was continued in the links. But I will not fault him for this nor ask that it be changed in any 
way. As I see it the arguments are less than compelling on all counts. For the sake of space I will not be 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ōȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǊŜŦǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ {ŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎƻƴŜмлоо ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 
much substance to the points raised. Instead I will present an affirmative position on the Person of the 
Son and His Deity. 
 
One quick note is that the Biblical writers did explicitly teach that Jesus was the Savior, to this there is no 
doubt (Matthew 1:21 ; Luke 2:11 ; John 4:42 ; Acts 4:12 , 5:31 ; Ephesians 5:23 ; Philippians 
3:20 ; 2Timothy 1:10 ; Titus 1:4 ; 2Peter 1:11 ; 1John 4:14 Τ ŜǘŎΦύΦ ¢ƻ ǎŀȅ IŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ άŀƎŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴέ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴ admission that He is the Savior while trying to avoid actually 
saying it. Once again we must remember that Yahweh said in Isaiah 43:11 ; άL ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŀƳ ¸ŀƘǿeh and 
ōŜǎƛŘŜǎ ƳŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǎŀǾƛƻǊέ (WEB). 
 
I must at this point mention the Granville Sharp rule of Greek grammar. This rule states that when there 
are 2 nouns that are both singular which describe a person, and these nouns are connected by the word 
άŀƴŘΣέ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴƻǳƴ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƴƻǳƴ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
SAME PERSON. (*Note that the nouns cannot be personal names*) There is absolutely no exception to 
this rule in all of the Greek New Testament. Having stated this rule I find it necessary to present two 
verses of scripture that unequivocally qualify Jesus as both God and Savior. 
 
Titus 2:13  - while we wait for the blessed hopeτthe glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, (NIV) 
 
2Peter 1:1  - Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who through the 
righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours: (NIV) 
 
bƻǘƛŎŜ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǳƴ άDƻŘέ όǘƘŜƻǳύ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ όǘƻǳύ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜd to the second noun 
ά{ŀǾƛƻǊέ όǎǁǘŢǊƻǎύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άŀƴŘέ όƪŀƛύΦ ¢Ƙǳǎ άDƻŘ ŀƴŘ {ŀǾƛƻǊέ both 
refer to the Person of Jesus. Grammatically this is irrefutable. So not only is Jesus Savior, He is God! 
Funnily enough these two veǊǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŀƳōƛƎǳƻǳǎέ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘΩǎ ƭƛƴƪǎΣ ōǳǘ ǎǳŎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 
the case. 
 
{ŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎƻƴŜмлоо ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ L Ƴǳǎǘ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜΩǎ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ ŀǎ 
defined by the Nicene-Constantinopolitan & Athanasian creeds for it to be an essential Christian 
ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ōǳǘ ǘǊǳǘƘŦǳƭƭȅ L ŘƻƴΩǘΦ aȅ ƻƴƭȅ ǘŀǎƪ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ Biblical which I have 
already done (see my first post of point 1). It then follows that if Jesus is the second Person of the 
Trinity, and Jesus is essential for salvation, then the doctrine of the Trinity is essential as well. In other 
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words, it would have been impossible to preach about the only Jesus that can save, without a belief in 
the Trinity. 
 
Already discussed in previous posts were the eternality, omnipotence, omniscience, and omnipresence 
of the Son. Attempts at refutation have been made via arguments against these divine attributes by 
focusing on the Human Nature of the Son in his incarnation, and consequently, irrelevant conclusions 
haǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘǊŀǿƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ {ŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎƻƴŜмлооΩǎ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ !Ŏǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƭƭ 
that substantial. Concerning the belief that Jesus is a man, I affirm this. Jesus is a man. He is not a mere 
man, but He is a man nonetheless. 
 
We must make the distinction between the Son who has been the Son from all eternity, and Jesus who 
is the Son incarnated. They are not two distinct persons or beings, but Jesus is the Son clothed in 
humanity. Jesus is the One Person with Two Natures. There was a time when the Son had but one 
nature of deity. When the nature of humanity was added, then the Son was incarnated as Jesus, the 
Word was made flesh (John 1:14 ). 
 
Now to supplement the above informatiƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƻŦǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 5ŜƛǘȅΥ 
 
· Jesus claimed he was God! 
 
In John 5:18  ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ǇǊŜŎƛǎŜƭȅ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǿƘŜƴ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿŀǎ Iƛǎ CŀǘƘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 
said that in claiming this he made himself άŜǉǳŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦέ 
 
In John 10:30  Jesus made the statement saying, άL ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ CŀǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜ ƻƴŜέ which the Jews 
understood as a claim of deity since they picked up stones to stone Him because He being a man άƳŀŘŜ 
ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ DƻŘέ (vs. 33). 
 
Concerning the forgiving of sins, it was the scribes who saw Jesus as blaspheming by forgiving sins 
because only God could forgive sins (Mark 2:5-7 ύΦ Iƛǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
negate his being Godτin fact it stands to reason that only God could give such authority. 
 
When Jesus stood trial and was adjured under oath to answer whether or not he was the Son of God his 
reply was, άL ŀƳέ then He proceeded to tell high priest that he would see Him (the Son of Man) coming 
in the clouds of heaven sitting at the right hand of power. This was perceived as blasphemy by the high 
priest and he rent his priestly garment and condemned Jesus to death (Mark 14:60-64 ). No doubt the 
high priest saw this as a claim of deity. 
 
¢ƘŜƴ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ ƛƴ John 8:58  when he said ά.ŜŦƻǊŜ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ǿŀǎ L ŀƳΦέ 
Once again we see the Jews picking up stones to kill him. Immediately our attention shifts to Exodus 
3:14  where Yahweh told Moses to tell the people άL ŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳέ had sent him. The Hebrew phrase 
ƛǎ άŜƘŜȅŜƘ ŀǎƘŜǊ ŜƘŜȅŜƘέ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŜǇǘǳŀƎƛƴǘ ŀǎ άŜƎǁ ŜƛƳƛ Ƙƻ ǁƴέτ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ 
John 8:58  was, άǇǊƛƴ !ōǊŀŀƳ ƎŜƴŜǘƘŀƛ ŜƎǁ ŜƛƳƛΦέ 
 
· I AM Passages 
 
John 8:58  is one of many I AM statements that Jesus made which can be compared to I AM 
statements which Yahweh made in the Old Testament, specifically the book of Isaiah. Aside from the 
above mentioned verse, the Septuagint renders another Hebrew phrase άŀƴƛ Ƙǳέ as άŜƎǁ ŜƛƳƛΦέ 
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In John 4:26  Jesus says to the woman at the well, άL ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǳƴǘƻ ǘƘŜŜ ŀƳ ƘŜέ όŜƎǁ ŜƛƳƛΣ Ƙƻ ƭŀƭǁƴ 
soi) ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ¸ŀƘǿŜƘΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ Isaiah 52:6  when He said, άL ŀƳ ƘŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
does speak, ōŜƘƻƭŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ Lέ όŜƎǁ ŜƛƳƛ ŀǳǘƻǎ Ƙƻ ƭŀƭǁƴ ǇŀǊŜƛƳƛύΦ 
 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƛƴ John 13:19  where He says, άǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳέ όƘƛƴŀ ǇƛǎǘŜǳǎŢǘŜ Ƙƻǘŀƴ 
ƎŜƴŢǘŀƛ Ƙƻǘƛ ŜƎǁ ŜƛƳƛύ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƳƛƴƛǎŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¸ŀƘǿŜƘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƛƴ Isaiah 43:10  where He said, άǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 
Ƴŀȅ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳέ όƘƛƴŀ ƎƴǁǘŜ ƪŀƛ ǇƛǎǘŜǳǎŢǘŜ ƪŀƛ ǎǳƴŢǘŜ Ƙƻǘƛ ŜƎǁ ŜƛƳƛύΦ 
 
Directly connected to the above Isaiah passage and perhaps the most telling I am statement is John 8:24

 where Jesus said to the Jews, άLŦ ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎέ όƘƻǘƛ ŜƎǁ ŜƛƳƛΣ 
ŀǇƻǘƘŀƴŜƛǎǘƘŜ Ŝƴ ǘŀƛǎ ƘŀƳŀǊǘƛŀƛǎ ƘǳƳǁƴύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŧƛǘǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ¸ŀƘǿŜƘΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳents concerning 
ōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άL !aέ ŀƴŘ ōŜǎƛŘŜ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǎŀǾƛƻǊ όIsaiah 43:10-11 ). 
 
Due to the limited space I will not be able to give a full account of all the parallels and usages of άŜƎǁ 
ŜƛƳƛέ in the LXX and NT, but I will give a reference of all significant passages (*some simply draw 
ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŜƎǁ ŜƛƳƛϝύΦ .ŜǎƛŘŜǎ the abovementioned there is also: Isaiah 41:4 ; 43:1-3

, 5 , 25 ; 45:18 ; 46:4 ; 51:12  & John 6:20 ; 8:28 ; 18:5-6 , 8 . 
 
· OT Passages about Yahweh Applied to Jesus 
 
The apostle John quotes Isaiah 6:9-10  which was about Yahweh and applied the passage directly to 
Jesus in John 12:38-41 . After quoting Isaiah John offers us his God-Breathed interpretation of the 
passage and says, ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǎŀƛŘ LǎŀƛŀƘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀǿ IL{ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻƪŜ ƻŦ ILaΦέ The context of the 
chapter shows the HIM to be none other than Jesus! Thus John tells us in the simplest of terms that 
Jesus is Yahweh! 
 
Likewise, Matthew, Mark, and Luke all apply Isaiah 40:3  where it is said to "prepare the way for 
Yahweh" and "make straight a highway for God", to the ministry of John the Baptist who came before 
Jesus to prepare the way for Jesus (Mark 1:7 ; Luke 3:16 ; John 1:27 ). 
 
And what I feel is probably the most compelling passage is Romans 10:13  ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎ WƻŜƭΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ 
that άǿƘƻǎƻŜǾŜǊ ǎƘŀƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ¸ŀƘǿŜƘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΣέ directly to Jesus. 
 
· Titles of Yahweh Applied to Jesus 
 
There are also the titles of Yahweh in the OT that are applied to Jesus in the New Testament that must 
be considered. Those titles are: ά[ƻǊŘ ƻŦ [ƻǊŘǎέ and άCƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ [ŀǎǘΦέ In Deuteronomy 10:17  & Psalm 
136:3  Yahweh is called the ά[ƻǊŘ ƻŦ ƭƻǊŘǎέτlikewise in 1Timothy 6:15 , Revelation 17:14 , & 19:16

 Jesus is called the ά[ƻǊŘ ƻŦ ƭƻǊŘǎΦέ Also, in Isaiah 44:6  & 48:12  Yahweh is called άǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
LastτJesus as well is called άǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ŀǎǘέ in Revelation 1:11 , 17 ; 2:8 ; 22:13 . 
 
· Jesus receives Worship 
 
The Bible shows us Jesus being worshipped again and again without correction or apology. From 
childhood (Matthew 2:2 , 11 ) to adulthood, Jesus is worshipped. He received worship from a leper 
in Matthew 8:2  and from Jairus in Matthew 9:18 . He was worshipped by the disciples in Matthew 
14:33 ; 28:17 ; Luke 24:52 Σ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ½ŜōŜŘŜŜΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ Matthew 20:20 , Mary 
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Magdalene and the other Mary in Matthew 28:9 . Jesus was worshipped by the man possessed with 
the legion of demons in Mark 5:6  as well as the man who was born blind in John 9:38 . We even see 
the angels worshipping Jesus in Hebrews 1:6 . 
 
Now contrast this with Peter being worshipped in Acts 10:25-26  where he immediately corrects the 
man by saying, ά{ǘŀƴŘ ǳǇΣ L ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŀƳ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƳŀƴΣέ or Paul and Barnabas renting their garments and not 
allowing the Greek to sacrifice to them in Acts 14:11-15  claiming that they were άƳŜƴ ƻŦ ƭƛƪŜ 
ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴǎΦέ The apostle John fell down to worship an angel/messenger in Revelation 19:10  and this 
angel said to him, άǎŜŜ ǘƘƻǳ Řƻ ƛǘ ƴƻǘΗέ It is clear then that Jesus must be God in order to receive the 
same worship afforded to God alone. And to solidify this fact we see the Lamb and God receiving the 
exact same worship in Revelation 5:13-14 . We know that Jesus is the Lamb (John 1:29 ) so if he 
were not God then God would have shared worship with a lowly creature. 
 
· Jesus Shares Glory with the Father 
 
Yahweh said in Isaiah 42:8  that he would not give His glory to another or his praise to graven images. 
Again in Isaiah 48:11  he explicitly states that He will not give His glory to another. We have already 
seen that Jesus is worshipped and to add to this Jesus Himself said in his famous prayer to the Father in 
John 17:5 , άCŀǘƘŜǊΣ ƎƭƻǊƛŦȅ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ D[hw¸ L I!5 ²L¢I ¸h¦ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŜȄƛǎǘŜŘΦέ  

¢Ƙƛǎ ǾŜǊǎŜ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ǾƻƭǳƳŜǎΧ CƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƛǘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ {!a9 D[hw¸ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΦ 
Secondly, it tells us that the Son existed before the world existed. Thirdly, it tells us via the imperfect 
ǘŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ IŜ ƘŀŘ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ōŀŎƪ ŀǎ Ŏŀƴ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ōŜ ŎƻƴŎŜƛǾŜŘΦ Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ άƘŀǾƛƴƎέ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ was a continuous action in the past, thus there was never 
a time when he came into possession of this glory. It was ALWAYS HIS!!! 
 
{ǇŀŎŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘΣ ōǳǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŀǊŜƭȅ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ƛƴ 
regard to what Scripture says concerning the Person of Jesus or his Hypostatic Union. 
 
****************** Jesus did not need to be saved!******************  
 
Searchingone1033 claimed that Jesus needed to be saved like any other man. Well the scriptures testify 
unanimously that Jesus came to save people from their sin (Matthew 1:21 ). Jesus had no sin to be 
saved from as 2Corinthians 5:21  (who knew no sin); Hebrews 4:15  (without sin); and 1Peter 2:22

 (who did no sin) so plainly tell us. Hebrews 9:14  tells us that Jesus offered himself without spot to 
God. 
 
[*Note: I purposely exceeded the 1500 word limit so as to keep things somewhat fair. Searchingone1033 
has violated the parameters of the debate format many times up to this point and I have allowed this 
without asking that he be disqualified. For this reason I feel that I am entitled to a few extra words in my 
presentation of the Son.*] 
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Christadelphian: Point 3 Counter Rebuttal 

Tuesday, August 29, 2006 

Searchingone1033 -- Point 3: Counter Rebuttal  
POINT 3: The Person of the Son 
 
Predictably, my opponent had no answer for the wealth of information I provided on what the apostles 
actually taught as essential doctrine. He claims to affirm Jesus is a man, but he actually affirms that 
Jesus is a 'God-man'. The real issue is that the apostles only taught that Jesus was a man, never that he 
was a 'God-man'. 
 
My opponent believes that he does not have to prove the apostles 'explicitly taught the Trinity as 
defined by the Nicene-Constantinopolitan & Athanasian creeds', yet that is the exact definition he has 
undertaken to defend. 
 
He falsely claims that his only task 'is proving the Trinity is indeed Biblical', but he has failed to define 
exactly what he means by 'Biblical', and this is not what the Creeds he profess actually say. It appears 
that my opponent believes that any doctrine is 'Biblical' if it is derived from a number of verses which 
someone has put together. This would make the doctrines of purgatory and praying to saints 'Biblical'. 
 
My opponent's real task is not to prove that the doctrine is 'Biblical' in this loose and vague sense, but 
that it is essential to salvation, since this is what the creeds he professes explicitly state. 
 
He has been unable to provide any evidence at all that it is impossible to preach 'the only Jesus that can 
save' without 'a belief in the Trinity'. As I have shown, the apostles preached repeatedly about the man 
whom God appointed (Jesus Christ), but never preached the Trinity, and baptized thousands of people 
ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜƭƛŜŦΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘǎ Ƴȅ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ ƘŜ 
failed to address it. 
 
My opponent imagines I have never said Christ is our saviour, when in fact I have. The point I have made 
is that he does not save us of himself, but as the agent of God 
 
The apostles taught explicitly that Christ is the agent by which God saves (Romans 6:23 , Titus 3:5-6
, Galatians 3:15 , Hebrews 13:20-21 ), including by justification (Romans 3:24-26 ; 5:1-2 ), 
sanctification (Hebrews 10:10 ), and glorification (2 Thessalonians 2:12 ). 
 
It was claimed that God's application of the word 'saviour' to Himself means that none but God can be 
called 'saviour', but we find men used as God's agents to save are called 'saviour' (Judges 2:16 , 18 ; 
3:9 , 15  'The Lord raised up a saviour', 31; 10:1; 13:5), just as Christ is. 
 
My opponent's main arguments consisted of the following: 
 
* In John 5:18  the Jews believed Christ was saying he was equal with God: Christ corrected them by 
saying ΨǘƘŜ {ƻƴ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΩΣ ŀƴŘ ΨL Ŏŀƴ Řƻ nothing of myselfΩ όJohn 5:18 , 30 ). See 
also John 14:28  ('My Father is greater than I'), and the fact that the apostles taught that he is the 
servant of God (Acts 3:13 , 26  ΨƘƛǎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ WŜǎǳǎΩΣ ΨDƻŘ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǳǇ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘΩ, Acts 4:27 , 30  
ΨȅƻǳǊ Ƙƻƭȅ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ WŜǎǳǎΩύΦ 
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* The use of 'THEOS' in Titus 2:13  and 2 Peter 1:1 : Aside from noting the fact that the grammar in 
both places is ambiguous (readers, check standard Trinitarian Bible translations and commentaries), I 
shall simply quote my opponent back to himself: 
 
Ψit is not enough that the Father is called God, the Son is called God, and the Holy Spirit is called God. 
The title in and of itself does not necessitate that each person being called God is the one true God, nor 
does it irrefutably prove the Trinity. 
 
Christ said the same (John 10:33-36 ). 
 
* 'I and my father are one': Christ proves this is no claim to deity, saying in John 17:20-23  that he is 
praying that his disciples 'may be one just as we are one'. 
 
* Christ can forgive sins: That Christ gave authority to the apostles to forgive sins proves that you don't 
have to be God to forgive sins (my opponent claims that only God could give authority to men to forgive 
sins, but provided no evidence for this, nor did he prove that a man with such authority from God could 
not give it to others). 
 
* 'I am': The loudest appeal was made to the Greek text of Exodus 3:14 , which as my opponent 
helpfully told us does not say 'EGW EIMI' (Christ's words), but 'EGW EIMI HO WN' (which Christ did not 
say); numerous Bible translations and commentaries (all Trinitarian), qualify Christ's 'I am' statements 
with the relevant words implied in the Greek in each place, recognising that there is no use of a 'Divine 
title' here. 
 
* The trial: Christ was asked if he was the son of God, and answered 'I am', proving that his only claim 
was to be the son of God, not to be God; that the high priest saw this as blasphemy is irrelevant, since it 
is not described as blasphemy under the Law - but if Christ had actually claimed to be God explicitly, so 
many times in his ministry, why was this accusation never raised at his trial by any of the witnesses? 
 
* The glory: It was alleged that Christ must be God since God said that He would not share His glory with 
another, but Christ shares that same glory with his disciples in John 17:22  ('The glory you gave to me I 
have given to them') 
 
* God's titles applied to Jesus: This only proves that Christ is God's representative (in Exodus 23:20-21  
an angel is given the name of Yahweh when he acts as God's agent, and in Acts 7:30  Stephen says that 
when 'Yahweh' spoke to Moses in the burning bush, it was really an angel); the claim was made that 
Romans 10:13  applies Joel's words to Jesus, but Jesus isn't even referred to in Romans 10:13  
 
* Jesus receives worship: the Greek word translated worship simply means to bow down, and does not 
necessarily refer to worship of someone as God; it is used when a man in Christ's parable bows to 
another man (Matthew 18:26 ), and used when Christ says he will make the enemies of his servants 
bow at their feet (Revelation 3:9 ) 
 
I agree with my opponent that Christ never sinned (I have never said otherwise), but this doesn't change 
the fact that the apostles predicate Christ's work of salvation on his being a man identical to those he 
came to save, who really died, and needed salvation from death (Hebrews 5: 'Christ offered both 
requests and supplications... to the one who was able to save him from death and he was heard 
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because of his devotion'). 
 
It should be noted that Christ also had to be justified (1 Timothy 3:16 ), sanctified (John 10:36 ), and 
glorified (John 7:39 ; 12:16 , Acts 3:13 ), meaning he had to be saved through the same process as 
those he came to save. 
 
Questions I want answered: 
 
* If such statements as these Creeds are binding on all Christians, then why not other doctrinal 
statements made by other church councils, which contain equally 'Biblical' statements? 
 
* Why does the Bible say it is essential to know the Father is the only true God, not the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit? 
 
* Why does no single passage in the Bible describe God as three persons? 
 
* Why would a doctrine which is allegedly essential for salvation not be taught by the apostles or 
declared explicitly in Scripture? 
 
* Where does the Bible say that the doctrine of the Trinity is essential for salvation? 
 
* Why does the Bible say it is essential to believe that Jesus is a man, not that Jesus is God? 
 
* Why did the apostles baptize thousands of people without teaching them the Trinity, or even that 
Jesus is God? 
 
* Why do the apostles repeatedly say that the saving work of the atonement was based on Jesus being a 
man, not on Jesus being God, or a 'God-man'? 
 
* What evidence is there that the Greek and Hebrew words for 'he' can refer to more than one person? 
 
* In Matthew 11:11  and Luke 7:28 , Christ says that of those who have been born of a woman, 
there was none greater than John the Baptist - Scripture says that Christ was born of a woman (Matthew 
1:26 , Galatians 4:4 ), so who is greater, John the Baptist or Christ? 
 
* Did Jesus die, or did only Jesus' body die? 
 
* Can God die? 
 
* God cannot be seen by men (1 Timothy 6:16 ), so when men saw Jesus, who did they see? 
 
* Why did the apostles use none of the arguments for the Trinity, nor any of the quotes, which my 
opponent does? 
 
* What arguments and quotes did the apostles use to convince people of the Trinity? 
 
* Why could my opponent only find two verses in the entire Bible which apparently call Jesus 'THEOS'? 
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/ƻƴǘǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳǎΣ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƴƪǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘƻǊǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ 
my posts as I made them objected to only one, which I edited immediately. Even if I had breached the 
rulŜǎ ΨǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘƭȅΩΣ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƧǳǎǘƛŦȅ ƘƛƳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΦ 
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Trinitarian: Point 3 Closing Statement 

Wednesday, August 30, 2006 

Prophetnick77 -- Point 3: Closing Statement  
Point 3: The Person of the Son 
 
Let me begin by stating that I unapologetically stand by my use of extra words in my last post, but 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ Ƴȅ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎǊƛŜŘ Ŧƻǳƭ LΩƭƭ ƭƛƳƛǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻǎǘ ǘƻ мнлл ǿƻǊŘǎΦ 
 
hYΧ {ƻ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ ŎǊŜŜŘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛned throughout and 
as I said in my very first post: 
 
ά.ŜŦƻǊŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜōŀǘŜ {ŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎƻƴŜмлоо ŀǎƪŜŘ ƳŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴƛǎƳ L ƘƻƭŘ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ L 
told him that I hold to orthodox Trinitarianism as affirmed in the Nicene-Constantinople Creed and the 
Athanasian Creed. The question was then asked if I would be arguing based on these creeds and my 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǿŀǎ άƴƻΦέ I explained that I would be arguing my point based on the inspired Hebrew, Aramaic 
ŀƴŘ DǊŜŜƪ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎΦέ 
 
LΩǾŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊŘΦ aȅ ǘŀǎƪ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŘŜōŀǘŜ Ƴȅ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ п ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǇƻƛƴǘǎΦ {ƻ ŦŀǊ LΩǾŜ 
done this. If the Trinity can be proven (which it has been) to be Who and What God is then it follows 
ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ .ǳǘ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŜŘǎΦ 
 
L ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǿ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ Ƴȅ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ .ƛōƭƛŎŀƭΦ ά.ƛōƭƛŎŀƭέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƛƴƘŜǊŜƴǘ ƛƴ 
scripture and brings harmony to the text and our theology. The Trinity by this standard is clearly Biblical 
since nothing has ever been set forth to conǘǊŀŘƛŎǘ ƻǊ ǊŜŦǳǘŜ ƛǘΦ {ŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎƻƴŜмлооΩǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ 
be the extra-Biblical language employed by the creeds, but as Robert Letham said, ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜǊŜǘƛŎǎ ƳƛǎǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜǊǊƻƴŜƻǳǎ ƛŘŜŀǎΦέ[1] In other words, both the 
orthodox and heterodox were using the same words to describe different things, therefore the orthodox 
ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊŜŎƛǎŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊŜǘƛŎǎ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘǿƛǎǘ ƛǘΦ 
 
Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άǿŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴέ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴ {ŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎƻƴŜмлооΩǎ 
arguments, but is this the case? As I stated, there was nothing of substance in disproving the Trinity 
therefore I presented an affirmative position that nullified all arguments against the Trinity. Once again, 
Jesus is a man, yesτa God-Man. To say that the apostles taught that Jesus was merely a man is 
ridiculous in light of their praying to Jesus (Acts 7:59 ; 1Corinthians 1:2 ) and their worship of Jesus 
(see last post), and their calling Jesus God (John 20:28 ). Even secular reference is made to this fact 
(see Pliny the Younger, Epistles X.96) 
 
LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎŀƛŘ ¸ŀƘǿŜƘ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ά{ŀǾƛƻǊέ ǘƻ IƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ 
other than God could be called ά{ŀǾƛƻǊΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ ¸ŀƘǿŜƘ ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜΣ IŜ ŀƭƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
Savior. He did after all say that there is NO SAVIOR BESIDE HIM. Of course we are referring to the 
salvation of our souls and the conferment of eternal life. Something the men in Judges could not do. 
 
Jesus never corrected the men in John 5 in fact to say that He could do nothing of Himself only showed 
the essential unity of ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴΦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 
to function, not ontology. Regardless of what my opponent would have you believe, functional 
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ǎǳōƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴƛǎƳΦ !ƴŘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ ƛƴ ƴƻ way detracts from His 
being God. Philippians 2:5-8  so eloquently explains the humiliation of the Son (cf. Heb. 2:7 , 9 ). 
 
¢ƘŜ DǊŀƴǾƛƭƭŜ {ƘŀǊǇ ǊǳƭŜ ƛǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ŀƳōƛƎǳƻǳǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƛǊǊŜŦǳǘŀōƭŜ ǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ ƎǊŀƳƳŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ 
ƴƻ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΦ !ƴŘ ƛŦ Ƴȅ ƻƴƭȅ ǇǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŘŜƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊǳƭŜ ǘƘŜƴ ƳŀȅōŜ LΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ 
ǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ άDƻŘέ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƳǳƭǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƻŦǎΦ 
 
{ŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎƻƴŜмлоо ƛǎ Ǝǳƛƭǘȅ ƻŦ ŜǉǳƛǾƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άƻƴŜέ ƛƴ John 10:30  and John 17:20-
23 . CleŀǊƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άƻƴŜέ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƭȅΦ .ǳǘ ƭŜǘΩǎ 
ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ŘƛŘ ƳŜŀƴ ŀ ǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴ WƻƘƴ млΧ Iƻǿ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘǳǊǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ 
position? 
 
LΩŘ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ih nb ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇƭŜ ƻŦ 9Dn 9LaL ǘƘǳǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άL !aέ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
text. But that ignores the Isaiah parallels. 
 
/ƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DƭƻǊȅ ƛǎǎǳŜ LΩƭƭ ƻŦŦŜǊ !Φ¢Φ wƻōŜǊǘǎƻƴΩǎ ƴƻǘŜΥ  
 
ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ όƪŀƎǁ ǘŢƴ ŘƻȄŀƴύΦ [ƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅΣ ά!ƴŘ L ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅΣέ ǿƛǘƘ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ άLΦέ Lǘ is the glory of the 
Incarnate Word (Bernard), cf. Joh. 1:14; Joh. 2:11, not the glory of the Eternal Word mentioned in Joh. 
17:24.έ[2] 
 
Searchingone1033 actually helped the Trinitarian position by mentioning the Angel of Yahweh. Clearly 
when read in context there is no mistaking that the Angel of Yahweh is indeed Yahweh Himself. Many 
have concluded this to be the pre-ƛƴŎŀǊƴŀǘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜǎ ǎƻ LΩƭƭ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΥ Genesis 16:7-13 ; 21:12-18 ; 22:11-18 ; 31:11-13

; Exodus 3:1-22 ; 13:21-22  cf. 14:19-20 ; Numbers 22:34-35  cf. 22:38  & 23:12 ; Judges 
2:1-4 ; 6:12-23 ; 13:3-23 . 
 
LŦ {ŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎƻƴŜмлоо ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŜ 
conclude that God the Father was? There are simply too many examples of Jesus being worshipped to 
ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƻŦŦ ŀǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ άōƻǿƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴέ ǘƻ IƛƳΦ LΩŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά[ƻǊŘέ ƛƴ Matthew 18:26

 was clearly referring to the Father (vs. 35). Revelation 3:9  is the exception, not the rule. 
 
Answers to Questions 
 
1. Irrelevant (Creedǎ ŀƛƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜύ 
 
2. John 17:3  ǇƭŀŎŜǎ WŜǎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ άŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƛǘȅέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΦ 
 
3. Single passages doτMatthew 28:19 . 
 
4. It was taught by the apostles as seen in their benedictions and doxologies (1Corinthians 13:14 ; 
2Thessalonians 3:5; 1Peter 1:2 ; Jude 20-21 ). 
 
5. The necessity of the Trinity for salvation is the logical conclusion drawn from identifying God as 
Triune. 
 
6. John refuted a Gnostic heresy (Docetism) that denied Jesus came in the fleshτthey had no problem 
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with His Deity. 
 
7. The apostles did teach that Jesus was God (Acts 20:28 ύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƴŀƳŜ ώŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅϐ 
(Acts 2:38 , 8:12 , 16 , 10:48 , 19:5 ) using the Trinitarian formula He prescribed (Matthew 
28:19 ). 
 
8. The apostles say no such thing, but Jesus would have needed to be a man to atone for sin since blood 
was necessary (Leviticus 17:11 ). 
 
фΦ LΩƭƭ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ς What evidence is there that the Greek and Hebrew words 
ŦƻǊ άƘŜέ cannot refer to One Being? 
 
10. Jesus is greater (Colossians 1:15-18 ). 
 
ммΦ .ƻŘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ψǎƻǳƭ ǎƭŜŜǇΩ ƛǘ is the Trinity. 
 
12. No, God cannot die (nor did He). 
 
13. Yes, God can be seen by men (Genesis 32: 30 ; Exodus 24:11 ; Judges 13:22 )τNo, the Father 
cannot be seen by men (John 1:18 ; 6:46 ; 1John 4:12 , 20 .) 
 
14. Irrelevant (Perhaps there was no argument against it) 
 
15. Irrelevant (Who says the people needed convincing?) 
 
16. I used 2 verses (Titus 2:13  & 2Peter 1:1 ) that are irrefutable grammatically via the Granville 
Sharp rule. I can list plenty stating that Jesus is God (Isaiah 9:6 ; John 1:14 , 18 ; 20:28 ; Romans 
9:5 ; Philippians 2:6 ; 1Timothy 3:16  (TR); Hebrews 1:8 ; 1John 5:20 ) 
Notes 
 
[1] Letham, Robert, The Holy Trinity: In Scripture, History, Theology, and Worship, (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R, 
2004) p. 2. 
 
[2] Robertson, A.T., Word Pictures in the New Testament, John 17:22  (E-Sword Bible Software).  
 

http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Acts%2020.28
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Acts%202.38
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Acts%208.12
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Acts%208.16
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Acts%2010.48
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Acts%2019.5
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Matthew%2028.19
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Matthew%2028.19
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Leviticus%2017.11
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Colossians%201.15-18
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Genesis%2032.%2030
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Exodus%2024.11
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Judges%2013.22
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/John%201.18
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/John%206.46
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1John%204.12
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1John%204.20
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Titus%202.13
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/2Peter%201.1
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Isaiah%209.6
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/John%201.14
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/John%201.18
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/John%2020.28
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Romans%209.5
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Romans%209.5
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Philippians%202.6
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1Timothy%203.16
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/Hebrews%201.8
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/1John%205.20
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/John%2017.22
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Acts20.28%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Acts2.38%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Acts8.12%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Acts8.16%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Acts10.48%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Acts19.5%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Matthew28.19%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Leviticus17.11%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Colossians1.15-18%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Genesis32.30%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Exodus24.11%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Judges13.22%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:John1.18%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:John6.46%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:1John4.12%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:1John4.20%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Titus2.13%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:2Peter1.1%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Isaiah9.6%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:John1.14%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:John1.18%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:John20.28%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Romans9.5%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Philippians2.6%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:1Timothy3.16%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:Hebrews1.8%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:1John5.20%7Cres=LLS:ESV
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:John17.22%7Cres=LLS:ESV


50 
 

 

Moderator Comment 

Thursday, August 31, 2006 

Moderator Comment  
We have now come to the end of part three of our four point debate. We will now be starting the last 
section the person or being of the Holy Spirit. Searchingone1033 will have the opening argument and 
Prophetnick77 will have the first rebuttal. 
 
Also, at this time I would like to invite both participants if they wish to make one summary statement 
consisting of 2500 words with no external links or rebuttals by either party. Because Searchingone1033 
had the opening argument at the start of the debate, Prophetnick77 will have the first summary 
statement. 
 
Summary statements are not to be presented as arguments only a recap of stated beliefs on each of the 
four points of the debate. 
 

Friday, September 01, 2006 

Moderator Correction  
Correction, Prophetnick77 will have the opening argument in this fourth and final point in our debate. 
Searchingone1033 had the opening arguments in one and three and Prophetnick77 had the opening 
argument in points two and four. Sorry for any confusion. 
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Trinitarian: Point 3 Closing Statement 

Saturday, September 02, 2006 

Prophetnick77: Summary Statement  
Readers, so far you have seen me argue affirmatively for the doctrine of the Trinity from a scriptural 
standpoint. Any reference I have made to creeds for the most part has been to acknowledge that the 
debate has gotten off topic and needed to be brought back to the God-Breathed scriptures. Now let me 
say that I fully affirm every statement that these creedǎ ƳŀƪŜΣ ōǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
doctrine of the Trinity. The Bible is certainly sufficient for this task 
 
Since this post is a summary and not actually part of the arguments, I want to take the time to finally 
comment on the creeds. I think that Searchingone1033 in arguing against them is not only missing the 
point of this debate, but the point of the creeds themselves. The creeds in question were drafted as 
statements of faith in response to heresy. They were defensive declarations that reaffirmed the already 
accepted doctrines of the Church. Had the teachings of Arius and later the Pneumatomachians (a.k.a. 
Macedonians) been the normative views of God then there would have been no controversy. More 
precise definitions would not have been necessary but once again as Robert Letham said, ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ 
ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜǊŜǘƛŎǎ ƳƛǎǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜǊǊƻƴŜƻǳǎ ƛŘŜŀǎΦέ 
 
Philip Schaff noted in the introduction to his History of the Christian Church, 
 
ά9ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŘƻƎƳŀ ƴƻǿ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Christian church is the result of a severe conflict with 
error. The doctrine of the holy Trinity, for instance, was believed from the beginning, but it required, in 
addition to the preparatory labors of the ante-Nicene age, fifty years of controversy, in which the 
strongest intellects were absorbed, until it was brought to the clear expression of the Niceno-
Constantinopolitan Creed. The Christological conflict was equally long and intense, until it was brought 
ǘƻ ŀ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ /ƘŀƭŎŜŘƻƴΦέ [1] 
 
!ƴŘ ǘǊǳǘƘŦǳƭƭȅ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ [ŜǘƘŀƳ ƻǊ {ŎƘŀŦŦ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎτthe fact is that 
ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ŜƳōŜŘŘŜŘ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ άŎǊŜŜŘǎέ ƛƴǘƻ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǳǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
benedictions (2Cor. 13:14 ; 1Pet. 1:2 ), as well as doxologies or compact doctrinal statements 
asserting the deity of Jesus (Rom. 9:5 ; Phil. 2:6-11 ύ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƛs to ignore 
the very Word of God. We need to remember that the New Testament was not bound together in one 
book the way we have it now, and had it been, a good number of the people to whom it would have 
been given were illiterate; therefore Christians would sing hymns or recite short phrases which were 
passed along orally from the apostles to the churches. 
 
bƻǿ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦŦ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŎƘŜǎǘΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
present all of the relevant data that I would have liked to because of the word limits, and believe me, 
there is much more that I could presentτbut what has been presented so far has not been refuted. 
{ǳǊŜΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ Ƴȅ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜΣ άǘƘƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƻŦŦŜǊ 
alterƴŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƘŜ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜǎΦ 
 
Likewise, you have seen me ignore some of his points of argument, not because they were too strong to 
be dealt withτon the contraryτI ignored them because they were either off topic or unsubstantial. 
Truth be told, I have wasted much of my word limit addressing arguments that I would have just as soon 
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ignored, and correcting caricatures of my actual arguments that I never should have had to in the first 
placeτbut such is the nature of debate and this is an ugly fact that I was aware of entering into this 
dialogue. 
 
It has been made clear from my posts and more importantly scripture that there are Three Persons who 
possess all of the essential attributes of DeityτThe Father, The Son, and The Holy Spirit. All Three 
Persons are Eternal, All-Powerful, All-Knowing, and Ever-tǊŜǎŜƴǘΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
ǎƻΣ ōǳǘ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜǎΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŎŀǊƴŀǘŜŘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ 
while his deity is purposely ignored so as to make it appear that the Bible presents a finite Son, a created 
being separate from the Father. But once the scriptures are viewed as one homogenous whole, we see 
that this is anything but true. 
 
I was accused of stringing together random verseǎ ƻŦ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜȄƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
the pages of the Bible, when the fact is that I have examined the Bible from beginning to end and 
systematically arrived at the doctrine of the Trinity. I feel it necessary to explain my methodology here. 
 
CƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ LΩƳ ŀ ǘƘŜƛǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ LΩƳ ŀ ǘƘŜƛǎǘ ƛǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ Romans 1:19-20  which basically states 
ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾƛƴƛǘȅ ŀǊŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΦ {ƻ ŀǎ ŀ ǘƘŜƛǎǘ L obviously believe in 
a God, but there are a number of things out there vying for my devotion, adoration, and worship so I 
was faced with the decision of which God is the right God. I have come to believe in the God of Judeo-
Christianity, Yahweh because of His Word. 
 
²Ƙŀǘ L ƳŜŀƴ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎΧ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ άƎƻŘǎέ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ 
L ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎ ƻǊ Ƙƻƭȅ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎ όŜΦƎΦ vǳǊΩŀƴΣ ±ŜŘŀǎΣ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ aƻǊƳƻƴΣ 
Science & Health with Key to the Scriptures, etc.) that have allegedly come from all of these other gods, 
the Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek scriptures of Judeo-Christianity are the only ones that stand up to the 
claim of divine authorship via the accuracy and fulfillment of predictive prophecy, internal consistency, 
ŜǘŎΧ 
 
So now I am forced to approach the scriptures with the supposition that because of their divine 
authorship they cannot lie and by consequence cannot contradict themselves, because God who is their 
source cannot lie (Heb. 6:18 ). Can an infinitely perfect God testify to having been seen and not having 
been seen at the same time and in the same sense? Of course not! This would violate the law of non-
contradiction and God cannot contradict Himself therefore His Word cannot contradict itself. 
 
So while the Bible tells me in more than one place that no man has ever seen God or can see God and 
live (Ex. 33:20 ; John 1:18 ; 6:46 ; 1John 4:12 ) it also tells me that God has indeed been seen by 
human eyes and these men have survived (Gen. 32:30 ; Ex. 24:11 ; Jud. 13:22 ύΦ ¢Ƙǳǎ LΩƳ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƻ 
reconcile an apparent contradiction in scripture that was inspired by a God who cannot contradict 
Himself. The only way this is possible is with a Trinitarian theology. 
 
A polytheistic theology is clearly out of the question because the scriptures from cover to cover 
unabashedly pronounce that there is one and only one God in all of existence (Deut. 4:35 , 6:4 ; Is. 
43:10-11 , 44:6 , 8 , 45:5-6 , 14 , 21-22 , 46:9 ; Mal. 2:10 ; Mk. 12:32 ; Rom. 3:30 ; 
1Cor. 8:6 ; Eph. 4:6 ; 1Tim. 2:5 ; Jam. 2:19). A Unitarian theology allows the contradiction to stand 
and offers no sufficient explanation. A Trinitarian theology brings harmony to the text because it allows 
for multiple Persons to share One Nature of Deity. Hence, all Three Persons are equally God without 
violating monotheism, yet one or even two of the Persons can claim to have never been seen, while 
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another can have been seen, and both statements are true. 
 
This is one small example out of manyτanother being the use of plural pronouns in Genesis 1:26  (cf. 
Gen. 3:22 ; 11:7 ; Is. 6:8 ). Now as I briefly commented on in my closing rebuttals to Points #1 and 
#2 the Trinitarian has no problem explaining such an apparent aberration of language, yet the Unitarian 
view forces the text to say that God consulted the angels in creation and as we have seen, irrelevant 
texts that do not use plural pronouns were cited in support of this idea (i.e. 1Kgs. 22:19-22 ; Job 1:6-12

; 2:1-6 ). The Trinitarian view rightly notes that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit were all active in 
creation, which agrees perfectly with Genesis 1:26-27 , not to mention the passages of scripture 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ ǘŜȄǘ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ƻŦ ά/ǊŜŀǘƻǊǎέ όEccl. 12:1 ύ ŀƴŘ άaŀƪŜǊǎέ όPs. 149:2 ; Is. 54:5 ) in 
reference to the One God Yahweh. 
 
It is this same method of that I consistently use to interpret every word of scripture. Scripture cannot be 
άǘƘŜƻǇƴŜǳǎǘƻǎέ όDƻŘ-Breathed, 2Tim. 3:16 ύ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ Lǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅΦ 
Therefore you have seen me argue in favor of the Trinity based upon this supposition that the Bible is 
true and God cannot lie. If the Bible tells me that there is only One Being in existence that possesses the 
essential attributes of deity (Isaiah 43:10 ), and then turns around and shows me that there are Three 
Persons who possess these attributes and also share One Name (Matt. 28:19 ), then I am forced to 
arrive at a Trinitarian conclusion. These are some of the facts that I mentioned in my opening post and 
continued in Point #1 of this debate. 
 
When the topic turned to the Father in Point #2 you saw me present a scripturally sound and logically 
irrefutable proof for the eternality of the Son based upon the eternality and immutability of the Father. 
In fact the case was so strong that in the subsequent rebuttal, it was asked that it be held until Point #3! 
 
To review the argument, The Father is God (Mal. 2:10 ) --> The Father is Eternal (Ps. 90:2 ) --> The 
Father is Immutable (Mal. 3:6 ). If these statements are true then logic demands that the Father has 
always been the Father. Likewise they demand that the Father must have always had a child otherwise 
ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ άCŀǘƘŜǊέ ƛǎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎƭŜǎǎΦ 9ǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
something or someone existed alongside the Father from all eternity. Since the Son created all that 
exists and without Him was not anything made that was made (John 1:3 ; Col. 1:16-17 ) then it 
follows that the Son has been the one who was with the Father from all eternity. He pre-existed 
everything else that would be able to even be considered a child of God. 
 
The pre-existence of the Son was also demonstrated in Point #3 by showing the use of the imperfect 
tense of John 17:5  in terms of the Son possessing glory with the Father from before the foundation of 
the world. Likewise this was shown from my closing rebuttal to Point #1 by mentioning the imperfect 
tense and its use in John 1:1 . 
 
{ŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎƻƴŜмлооΩǎ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ǊŜōǳǘǘŀƭ ǘƻ tƻƛƴǘ Ін ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
fatherhood was yet future and he based this upon 2Samuel 7:14  and Hebrews 1:5  which is a quote 
of Psalm 2:7  and 2Sam. 7:14  ǿƘƛƭŜ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘŜȄǘ ƴŜƎŀǘŜǎ WƻƘƴΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎΤ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ Řƻ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜƎŀǘŜ 
the pre-ƛƴŎŀǊƴŀǘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǳǇŜǊƴŀƭ ²ƛǎŘƻƳ ƛƴ tǊƻǾŜǊōǎ уΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎǊǳȄ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎτ
ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ {ŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎƻƴŜмлооΩǎ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦǳǘŜ Ƴȅ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ƴƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ 
for the how the Father can be eternal, immutable, and the Father without a Son. In other words, 
ǊŜŦǳǘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ όǿƘƛŎƘ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘύ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǾŜ {ŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎƻƴŜмлооΩǎΦ 
 
LΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀ ǊŜōǳǘǘŀƭ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ŦƻǊ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻΦ 
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CǊƻƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ LΩƳ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ 
they are: 
 
1. The abovementioned concerning the Father having a Son from all eternity. 
 
2. The use of plural pronouns for a God that Searchingone1033 believes to be one person. 
 
3. The criteria by which Searchingone1033 asserts that the Father is a person. 
 
4. The criteria by which Searchingone1033 denies that more than one person can share one essential 
nature. 
 
hƴ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜǊƛǇƘŜǊŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ IŜōǊŜǿΣ DǊŜŜƪΣ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎh language references 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀƳƳŀǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άƘŜέ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
why this one being cannot exist in three inseparable persons. 
 
And then there is the issue of the logical fallacies such as the loaded questions he asked in his last 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ ƻǊ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ 
quotes I use to prove the Trinity. The questions assume that the apostles had to argue with people 
concerning the Trinity or that they had to convince people of the Trinityτthis is an unproven 
assumption. Also, the apostles did use the quotes I useτǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǉǳƻǘƛƴƎτ
ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎΧ LΩƳ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǉǳƻǘƛƴƎΗ 
 
Already mentioned were the consistent red herrings concerning the creeds and now more recently the 
Ψǎƻǳƭ ǎƭŜŜǇΩ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǎƪŜŘΦ LΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ǎƻǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ 
of his body but that is not the topic of debate. But we can be confident that the body is the only thing 
ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŜǎ ƻƴ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΦ bŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘƛŜΦ 
 
Lƴ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ LΩŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƛǘŜǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌƛ-unity of God has been set forth and supported with 
scripture. 
 
The first point of debate was whether or not the Trinity was a sound Biblical doctrine. It has been shown 
to be exactly that via my arguments concerning the attributes of deity inherent in the Three Persons 
(Father, Son, Holy Spirit) as well as the divine functions in Creation, Salvation, and Indwelling. The titles 
άDƻŘέ ŀƴŘ ά[ƻǊŘέ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛŎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƪŜΦ 
 
The second point was the Person or Being of the Father. I set forth an affirmative position on the 
CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŦŀǘƘŜǊƘƻƻŘ Ǿƛŀ Ƙƛǎ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ƛƳƳǳǘŀōƭŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜƴǘ ǳƴ-
refuted even with the two references quoted against it. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ tŜǊǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴΦ L ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƻǿƴ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜǎ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ IŜ ǿŀǎ DƻŘΦ L ŀƭǎƻ ōǊƛŜŦƭȅ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ άL !aέ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ¸ŀƘǿŜƘ ŀƴŘ 
Jesus in IsaiaƘ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƻǇǇŜŘ ƻŦŦ ǿƛǘƘ ¸ŀƘǿŜƘΩǎ ǘƛǘƭŜǎ ŀǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ 
passages speaking of Yahweh applied to Jesus. Overwhelming evidence was shown that the Son was 
indeed worshipped by his followers and secular history corroborated this fact, and it was written off as a 
ƳŜǊŜ άōƻǿƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴέ ōŜŦƻǊŜ WŜǎǳǎΦ IŀǊŘƭȅ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ 
worshipped. And finally, I answered all the relevant questions that my opponent demanded I answer 
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όǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άvǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ L ²!b¢ !ƴǎǿŜǊŜŘέ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŜƳŀƴŘύΦ 
 
The fourth point of debate on the Holy Spirit will prove to be interesting. Until then I leave you with one 
of the Trinitarian benedictions of the apostle Paul, ά¢ƘŜ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ 
God, and the commuƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ DƘƻǎǘΣ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭΦ !ƳŜƴέ (2Cor. 13:14 ).  
Notes 
 
[1] Schaff, Philip, History of the Christian Church, 8 vols. (Peabody, MA: Hendrikson, rprt. 2006). Vol. 1, p. 
10. 
 

http://bible.logos.com/passage/nlt/2Cor.%2013.14
libronixdls:keylink%7Cref=[en]bible:2Cor.13.14%7Cres=LLS:ESV


56 
 

 

Trinitarian: Point 4 Opening Statement 

Thursday, September 07, 2006 

Prophetnick77 -- Point 4: Opening Statement  
Point 4: Who or What is the Holy Spirit? 
 
In response to the question asked of Point 4 I must answer that the third Person of the Trinity is WHO 
the Holy Spirit is and God as to His essential nature is WHAT the Holy Spirit is. 
 
Now as has been sufficiently demonstrated in previous posts, the Holy Spirit is by nature God as 
evidenced by His being in possession of all of the attributes of Deity, i.e. Eternality (Hebrews 9:14 ), 
Omnipotence (Isaiah 40:12 ), Omniscience (1Corinthians 2:10-11 ), Omnipresence (Psalm 139:7-18

). The Holy Spirit is also called God (Acts 5:3-4 ) as well as Lord (2Corinthians 3:17 ). The Holy 
Spirit Creates (Genesis 1:2 ; Job 26:13 ; 33:4 ), Regenerates (Titus 3:5 ), Gives Life (2Corinthians 
3:6 ), Justifies (1Corinthians 6:11 ), Sanctifies (1Peter 1:2 ), Resurrects (Romans 8:11 ), Indwells 
Believers (2Timothy 1:14 ), and Searches the Heart (1Corinthians 2:10 ). His Deity is firmly 
established beyond refutation. 
 
Since this is true then my main task in this post is to set forth the personality of the Holy Spirit. I will 
judge this according to the definition I laid out for the ǘŜǊƳ άǇŜǊǎƻƴέ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ tƻƛƴǘ мΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
same criteria I used to establish the Father's personality in Point 2 (i.e. intelligence, rationality, and 
consciousness.) 
 
The Holy Spirit has a Mind and Knowledge (intelligence) 
 
And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh 
intercession for the saints according to the will of God. (Romans 8:27 ) 
 
For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of 
God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. (1Corinthians 2:11 ) 
 
The Holy Spirit Reasons (rationality) 
 
For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these 
necessary things; (Acts 15:28 ) 
 
The Holy Spirit is Self-Aware (consciousness) 
 
As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work whereunto I have called them. (Acts 13:2 ) 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ tŜǊǎƻƴΣ ōǳǘ LΩƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜτat 
ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴȅ ŘŜƴƛŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ 
criterion logically necessitates denying the personality of anyone who possesses these traits. 
 
¢Ƙǳǎ ŦŀǊ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ Ƴȅ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
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